Speed Enforcement
News Conference Talking Points — General Speed Enforcement
These talking points provide a basic overview of the enforcement campaign.
Hello, I’m [NAME, TITLE AND AGENCY].

Thank you for joining us. [Today/This week] we are launching a major speeding enforcement effort that will run [ANNOUNCE DATES]. 

This enforcement is very necessary as we are now in the [heart of the summer driving season, the deadliest time on Minnesota roads.  And unsafe and illegal speeding is a major factor for our deadly summers.] OR use: This enforcement is very necessary speeding is always a leading contributing factor in fatal crashes.
It’s important for motorists to remember that blue skies and clear roads don’t mean they should throw safe driving behaviors out the window, or the sun roof.

The agencies represented here today are [LIST THEM]. 
These [deputies/officers/troopers] are here today because they are dedicated to preserving life on Minnesota roads. We believe in this effort because we know traffic safety is a vital element of public safety. 
Too many times, we have seen the violent results of crashes when the motorists drive too fast for road conditions. [TELL PERSONAL STORY OF A SPEED- CRASH].

Speeding motorists are a big threat on our roads. No matter how many people speed, it doesn’t make it safe or legal. Don’t put your schedule ahead of everyone else’s safety. 
Far too often speed limits are ignored, not obeyed. Speed limits are posted for a reason— to reflect the maximum safe speed for the road’s design. The posted speed is the speed limit.

Speed is the most commonly reported contributing factor in fatal crashes.

When speed increases, so does the chance for a violent crash

The dangers of speeding include:

· Greater potential for loss of vehicle control; increased stopping distance.

· Less time available for driver response for crash avoidance

· And increased crash severity leading to more numerous and severe injuries. 

Costs of speeding violations vary by county, but typically ramp up to at least $120 for traveling 10 mph over the limit [INSERT YOUR COSTS]. Motorists stopped at 20 mph over the speed limit face double the fine, and those ticketed traveling more than 100 mph can lose their license for six months. 

[IF IN RURAL AREA/GREATER MINNESOTA, INCLUDE:] Speeding is a serious issue in [YOUR COUNTY/REGION]. More than twice as many speed-related fatal crashes occur on rural roads than major urban roads. [INSERT RECENT SPEED-RELATED CRASH(ES) IN YOUR CITY(IES)/COUNTY(IES)]. 

The enforcement will include a focus on aggressive driving behavior, such as tailgating, abrupt lane changes and red-light running

We stress that drivers are patient and realistically anticipate travel times and allow the time necessary to arrive at your destination safely and on time. The minimal time gained while speeding could have life-long consequences. 

Consider this — a motorist traveling at 65 miles per hour compared to 55 mph will save only 1 minute and 41 seconds on a 10 mile trip.

Motorists should keep at least a three-second following distance — it takes more than the length of a football field to stop when traveling at 60 miles per hour. Plan in advance for trips to avoid the urge to speed. 

Enforcing the speed limit is necessary to save lives. 
Each year in Minnesota, speeding is a factor in more than 100 fatal crashes.  In [YOUR CITY/COUNTY(IES)], during [DATES], there were [INSERT NUMBER] traffic deaths and of those, speeding was a factor in [INSERT NUMBER. 

The [deputies/officers/troopers] here call on all [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] motorists to do their part in preventing these unnecessary tragedies — drive at safe speeds, and speak up to stop a driver from traveling too fast. 
We wish you all safe travels this summer; and remember, the posted speed is the speed limit.
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