AGGRESSIVE DRIVING 
GENERAL SPEED SAFETY NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






CONTACT:

MONTH [DATE], 2014







PHONE:

THE TRAITS OF AGGRESSIVE DRIVERS 
AND TIPS WHEN ENCOUNTERING THEM
YOUR CITY/COUNTY – YOUR COALITION/AGENCY stresses that driving is a cooperative, not competitive activity. But far too often, drivers are putting others at risk by speeding, tailgating, unsafe passing, running lights and weaving in and out of traffic.

These are typical traits of aggressive drivers – and here’s what YOUR CITY/COUNTY/AREA motorists can do in the case they encounter one: 

· Get out of their way.

· Stay calm.

· Do not challenge them. 

· Avoid eye contact. 

· Ignore gestures and don’t return them.

· Be buckled up. A seat belt is important to maintain proper seating position in the case of abrupt driving maneuvers.

· Motorists may also report aggressive driving and should be prepared to provide vehicle description, license number and location.

Other traits for aggressive drivers include honking, screaming at motorists, as well as making hand gestures. SPOKESPERSON says aggressive driving can turn to road rage, when such behaviors result in actual physical or vehicle-to-vehicle altercations.
“The key when encountering an aggressive driver is to stay calm and do not engage with or respond to them,” says SPOKESPERSON. “Remember, getting to your destination safely is your goal.”
During 2011–2013, speed was a contributing factor in INSERT NUMBER fatalities in YOUR COUNTY and 235 traffic deaths statewide. Find fact sheets here: https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/reports-statistics/Pages/Fact-sheets.aspx 

YOUR AGENCY/COALITION cites the dangers of speeding include greater potential for loss of vehicle control; increased stopping distance; less time available for driver response for crash avoidance; and increased crash severity leading to more numerous and severe injuries. 
Motorists should keep at least a three-second following distance, noting it takes more than the length of a football field to stop when traveling at 60 miles per hour. He/She stresses that motorists plan in advance for trips to avoid the urge to speed.
Extra speed enforcement and education efforts are part of the Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety Toward Zero Deaths traffic safety initiative. A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes – education, enforcement, engineering and emergency trauma response. 
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