Speed Talking Points 
Key Messages

1) Speed is a leading factor in crashes on Minnesota roads.
· In a five year period (2011 – 2015), 21 percent of all fatal crashes were speed related. 
· In 2015, 78 people died and 211 people were seriously injured in speed-related crashes.

· Speed contributes to an average of 81 deaths and 211 serious injuries each year. 
2) Reducing speed reduces the chances of a crash.
· Gives the driver more vehicle control. 
· Allows the driver to respond more quickly to road situations.
· Decreases the severity of the impact during a crash.
3) Speak up about slowing down. 
· Tell the driver to obey the speed limit to protect their life and yours. 
· Most speeders think they’re above-average drivers but they’re 60 percent more likely to be in a crash than the average driver (OTS High Risk Driver Study 2014). 
· Tell the driver to obey the speed limit to save money. 
· For every 5 mph over 50 mph, it’s like paying an additional 19-cents per gallon. 
· A speeding ticket will cost a driver (Insert how much in your County/City). 
· Traveling at 55 mph versus 45 mph for a 10-mile trip will only save a driver a little more than two minutes travel time. 
4) Obey the speed limit and live.

· Comparing the five year periods of 2006 – 2010 to 2011 – 2015: 
· There has been a 28 percent reduction in speed-related fatalities.
· There has been a 32 percent decrease in serious injuries.
· The most common traffic-law violation is speeding, outnumbering all other traffic violations combined. (AAA)
Background Information
General Campaign Information

Focus on local information about the dangers of speeding, including crash and fatality examples in your area. Emphasize that speeding will not get you where you want to go significantly faster and can put you and others at great risk. 
· Minnesota law enforcement agencies will conduct extra speed patrols July 8 – 22, 2016.

· #SpeakUpMN: Encourage passengers to speak up if the driver is going too fast. Speaking up could save their own life. 

· Summer is a dangerous time for speeders.

· In the last three years (2013 – 2015), 55 people have lost their lives during the summer months (June – August) due to speed-related crashes. 

· There is no grace zone for speed. The posted speed limit is the maximum speed drivers should be going. 

· The consequences of excessive speed include:

· Greater potential for loss of vehicle control;

· Increased stopping time and distance; 

· Increased crash severity leading to more numerous and serious injuries.

· Twenty percent of all fatal crashes on Minnesota roads in 2015 involved speeding.
· Cost of a speeding violation will vary by county but it will typically cost a driver more than $110 with court fees for traveling 10 mph over the limit. Fines double for those traveling 20 mph over the limit and you can lose your license for six months for going 100 mph or more. 
Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety 2014 High Risk Driver Study 
· Twenty-two percent of speeders aren’t concerned about either enforcement or crashes, so strong enforcement is the only way to reach them.
· High-risk drivers don’t believe speeding is “extremely dangerous.”
· Speeders are more likely to describe themselves as “thrill seekers.”
· Speeders are less likely than any other group to worry about injuring or killing others and are more likely to worry about their own well-being.
· Speeders fear enforcement over a crash.
Traits of an aggressive driver:

· Ignore turn and traffic signals.

· Speed and tailgate.

· Weave in and out of traffic.

· Make improper lane changes frequently and abruptly.

· Pass on the shoulder.

· Make hand and facial gestures.

· Scream, honk and flash lights.

If confronted with aggressive driver:

· Get out of their way; disengage.

· Stay calm — reaching your destination safely is your goal.

· Do not challenge them.

· Avoid eye contact.

· Ignore gestures and don’t return them.

· Report aggressive driving (vehicle description, license number, location).
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