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Background 
A statewide — and nationwide — enhanced DWI enforcement campaign is Aug. 16–Labor Day (Sept. 1). 
In Minnesota, one in seven people have a DWI on record — about 30,000 are arrested each year. 

Increased patrols aim to prevent impaired driving crashes — which have killed 543 people in the state in the last five years. 

This campaign aims to encourage people to make a plan for a safe and sober ride home to avoid driving impaired.

Sample questions [and general answers]
Q. More than 400 Minnesota law enforcement agencies will be ramping up DWI enforcement through Labor Day — and it’s going on nationwide — why is now an important time for DWI enforcement? 
Summertime in general is when we see more impaired driving deaths; and we are heading into the official end of summer and holiday celebrations. This campaign is to remind people that there are serious consequences to impaired driving and you need to have a plan for a sober ride.
Q. What are the penalties for DWI? 
DWI turns lives upside down — in addition to the emotional trauma, the loss of license for up to a year, thousands in costs (insurance, court, reinstatement), and maybe do jail time. And now ignition interlock…
Q. What is ignition interlock…?
All repeat DWI offenders — and 1st time offenders arrested at 0.16 or higher — must use interlock or face at least a year without a license.  Those offenders with three or more offenses must use interlock for three-six years or they can’t ever regain driving privilege.

Interlock is installed under dash, connected to starter. Person must blow into it at under 0.02 for the car to start. Interlock includes many anti-circumvention features to prevent users from by-passing (in-car camera records all tests; rolling re-tests every 5 minutes, etc.)
Interlock is a great tool to promote sober driving and also give DWI offenders a pathway to sober driving.
Q. How big of an issue is drunk driving on state roads? 
543 killed over the last 5 years; about 30,000  arrested for DWI; one in seven drivers has a DWI on record. Many of those offenders are young adult males, they are also the ones getting killed — and most don’t have their seat belts on either.
Q. Good news is alcohol-related deaths are dropping recent years.

Yes, law enforcement efforts like this one have helped Minnesota lower impaired driving deaths. Still, these crashes account for one-third of the state’s deaths each year. We need motorists to make smart, safe decisions.
We all have a role in preventing impaired driving: Offer to be the sober driver and pick up a family or friend anytime, anywhere. Always plan ahead for a sober ride. And if you see a suspected impaired driver on the road, call 911 to report them.
