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Dear Director Berger: 

We have reviewed Minnesota's fiscal year 2015 Highway Safety Plan (HSP) as received on June 27tl1, 
2014. Based on this submission we find your State's HSP to be in compliance with the requirements of 
23 CFR Part 1200 and the HSP is approved. 

This determination does not constitute an obligation ofFederal funds for the fiscal year identified above 
or an authorization to incur costs against those funds. The obligation ofSection 402 program funds will 
be effected in writing by the NHTSA Administrator at the commencement ofthe fiscal year identified 
above. Howeve1~ Federal funds reprogrammed from the prior-year HSP (carry-forward funds) will be 
available for immediate use by the State on October 1, 2014. Reimbursement will be contingent upon the 
submission ofan updated HS Form 217 (or the electronic equivalent) and an updated project list, 
consistent with the requirement of23 CFR §1200.l5(d), within 30 days after either the beginning ofthe 
fiscal year identified above or the date ofthis letter, whichever is later. 

In our review of the documents submitted, we identified the proposed purchase of equipment with an 
acquisition cost of $5,000 or more. Approval is provided for the purchase of equipment with Federal 
funds as noted in the attachment. This approval is contingent upon the State following equipment and 
monitoring related regulations as noted in 49 CFR §18.32 and 18.40, and CFR §1200.31. 

The efforts of the personnel of the Minnesota Office of Traffic Safety in the development of the FY2015 
highway safety program are very much appreciated. We look forward to the implementation of the 
FY2015 program. 

We appreciate the Office of Traffic Safety's efforts to reduce traffic deaths, injuries, and economic costs 
by implementing Click It or Ticket, and by participating in the national Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 
campaign. Ifwe can be of assistance to you in achieving your traffic safety goals, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
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Attached to this letter are our comments offered to help strengthen Minnesota's plan 
regarding the implementation of the FY2015 HSP. Please provide a written response by 
September 20, 2014. 

We look forward to working with the Office of Traffic Safety and its partners on the successful 
implementation of this plan. 

~~ 

Michael G. Witter 
Regional Administrator 

Enclosure · 

MN HSP FY 2015 Specific Comments~ 


cc: 	De1rnll Turner, Division Administrator, MN FHWA 
Mary D. Gunnels, Associate Administrator, NHTSA ROPD 



MINNESOTA HIGHWAY SAFETY PLAN 

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2015 

GENERAL AND SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 

SPLIT FUNDING/RESTRICTIVE FUNDING 
The use of split funding and mixing restrictive funding such as impaired driving funds with occupant 
protection funds should be done with caution. Unless the funding comes from Section 402 or a MAP-21 
funding streams where the funds can be flexed to a certain extent, highway safety offices need to make 
sure programming and the uses of these restricted funds are specific to the particular requirement of 
each funding stream. Ensuring the accountability of activity and expenditures can be fully documented 
clearly and cleanly to that particular program restriction is essential. Simply splitting the funds evenly is 
not an acceptable approach. 

EQUIPMENT AND INCENTIVE ITEMS 
In light of increased scrutiny of wasteful use of Federal funds we recommend the funding of any 
equipment or incentive items that do not meet the goal of reducing injuries, fatalities, and crashes on 
the roadways be eliminated. These items will reflect negatively on the program and your successful 
efforts. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS: 

The following projects are approved as described in the FY2015 HSP per pervious agreement between 

OTS and NHTSA Region 5: 

• 15-03-19 - DWI Officers 

• 15-05-09 - In-squad Computers for Law Enforcement 

• 15-03-05 - In-squad Computers for Law Enforcement (14-03-05) 

This approval is contingent upon the State following equipment and monitoring related regulations as 

noted in 49 CFR §18.32 and 18.40, and CFR §1200.31 

NHTSA has identified a decrease in programing in the priority safety program areas of Occupant 

Pr.otection, Impaired Driving, and Community Programs that may result in increased injuries and 

f~talities for the State. NHTSA is prepared to work with OTS to identify best practices and 

countermeasures that may assist in reducing crashes, injuries, and fatalities in Minnesota. 

OVERALL LIQUIDATION OF FUNDS: 
The state continues to have unexpended balance of SAFETEA-LU funds. NHTSA recommends OTS set 
realistic goals and continue to pursue evidence based project development and implementation in a 
strategic and consistent manner to expend available funds each fiscal year. 

To align with MAP-21, the OTS evidenced based enforcement plan should be flexible to support changes 
addressing fluctuations of crashes and fatalities. 
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The OTS may want to consider evaluating the effectiveness of some projects, especially long term 
projects or projects that have been regularly awarded. 

Finally, it may benefit the Office of Traffic Safety to continue collaborating with the State's many 
partners to develop and implement new projects based on problem identification in an effort to 
accomplish common goals and decrease injuries and fatalities across the State. 

Your Regional Program Manager will be happy to provide technical assistance as appropriate. 


