
Looking Back at Fire Death Causes… 

As we look at this list of Minnesota tragedies in 2012, let’s resolve to change our own 
behaviors and help others change theirs. Let’s stop the destruction and make 2013 a fire-safe 
year in our state.  

49 Reported Minnesota Fire Deaths in 2012 
(Jan. 15, 2012) 

 
Data with regard to the causes of fatal fires are not complete as of this date, but reports from 
Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, as they stand now, show us this picture: 

Of 49 reported deaths: 
• 15 fatal fires are determined to be “accidental” 

o 6 attributed to open flames or heaters (candles, radiant heat, stoves, fireplaces, 
open burning) 

o 9 attributed to careless smoking 
• 1 fatal LP gas explosion attributed to negligence; another to an undetected leak 
• 1 fatal fire was incendiary (arson) 
• 10 are “undetermined” (evidence does not allow absolute certainty) 
• Others are still under investigation 

 
 


