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WASHERS AND DRYERS IN CORRIDORS OF HOTELS AND 
MOTELS INFORMATION SHEET 

 
SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION 

 
This fire safety information sheet is based upon the 2007 Minnesota State Fire Code 
(MSFC) (07)The requirements outlined in this information sheet apply to the placement 
of washers and dryers in corridors of hotels and motels.   

 
More information is available from the Minnesota State Fire Marshal Division by calling 
(651) 201-7200.  E-mail questions to firecode@state.mn.us or visit our web page at 
www.fire.state.mn.us for the latest information on fire in Minnesota. 

 
SECTION 2 – WASHERS AND DRYERS IN CORRIDORS OF 

HOTELS AND MOTELS 
 

In buildings constructed before March 1, 1983:           
Washers and dryers may be allowed to remain in corridors of existing hotels and motels 
provided: 

 Only residential-type appliances are used, and 
 The area used for washers and dryers must not exceed 100 square feet in size, 

and 
 The required width of the corridor is not obstructed, and 
 The appliances are properly maintained. 

 
RATIONALE: 
If properly maintained, residential-type equipment should not present any more of a fire 
hazard than the vending machines and furnishings already allowed in these buildings.  
The MSFC (07) also does not consider this to be a incidental (hazardous) area for 
existing buildings.  Required exit width in the corridor must be maintained according to 
MSFC (07) Section 1003.6.   


