DISCUSSION POINTS

What is CO? Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless, dangerously toxic gas. Some CO is produced when any fossil fuel burns; more is produced when the fuel burns inefficiently. Common sources of CO in homes include fuel-burning devices such as furnaces, gas or kerosene space heaters, broilers, gas cooking stoves, water heaters, gas clothes dryers, fireplaces, charcoal grills, wood stoves, lawn mowers, power generators, camp stoves, motor vehicles and anything else with an internal combustion engine.

How does CO affect me? Carbon monoxide can build up to dangerous concentrations indoors when fuel- burning devices are not properly operated, maintained or vented. Acute CO poisoning contributes annually to more than 2,000 deaths in the United States. In addition, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that 8,000 to15,000 people each year are examined or treated in hospitals for (non-fire-related) CO poisoning. Even low concentrations of CO, breathed over a period of time, may cause serious illness.
The health effects of breathing CO depend on the gas concentration level, duration of exposure, and the health status of the person involved. For most people, the first signs of exposure to low concentrations of CO include mild headache and breathlessness with moderate exercise. People with heart disease are more likely to be affected, even at low concentrations. Continued exposure can lead to flu-like symptoms including severe headaches, dizziness, sleepiness, and nausea. Symptoms may progress to confusion, irritability, and impaired judgment, memory and coordination. CO is called the “silent killer” because if early signs are ignored, a person may lose consciousness, become unable to escape, and die from CO poisoning.
What’s the new law?

The 2006 legislative session passed a new carbon monoxide (CO) law (MN §

299F.50) requiring CO alarms in all single-family homes and multi-family
dwelling units. All newly constructed single-family homes and multi-family dwelling units for which building permits were issued on or after January 1, 2007, shall be provided with approved carbon monoxide alarms. Effective August 1, 2008, all existing single-family homes shall be equipped with approved carbon monoxide alarms. Effective August 1, 2009 all other multi-family or apartment dwelling units shall be provided with approved CO alarms. All carbon monoxide alarms must be certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory that conform to the latest Underwriters Laboratories (U/L) Standards (also known as UL2034 Standards).

Location Requirements:

Every single-family dwelling and every multi-family dwelling unit shall be

provided with a minimum of one approved and fully-operational carbon monoxide

alarm installed within ten (10) feet of each room lawfully used for sleeping

purposes. Carbon monoxide alarms are required within 10 feet of every such room regardless of the level on which the rooms are located.
Owner Responsibilities in Multi-family Dwellings:
In a multi-family dwelling where carbon monoxide alarms are required, it shall be the owner’s responsibility to
(1) provide and install one approved and operational carbon monoxide alarm within ten feet of each room lawfully used for sleeping; and

(2) replace any required carbon monoxide alarm that has been stolen, removed, found missing, or rendered inoperable during a prior occupancy of the dwelling unit and has not been replaced by the occupant prior to the commencement of a new occupancy of a dwelling unit.

Battery Removal and Tampering Prohibited:

No person shall remove batteries from, or in any way render inoperable, a required

carbon monoxide alarm.

Exceptions for Certain Multi-family Dwellings and State-Operated Facilities:

(1) Multi-family dwellings may have approved and operational carbon

monoxide alarms installed between 15 and 25 feet of carbon monoxide

producing central fixtures and equipment, provided there is a centralized alarm

system or other mechanism for responsible parties to hear the alarm at all

times.

(2) An owner of a multi-family dwelling that contains minimal or no sources of

carbon monoxide may be exempted from the requirements of this Statute

provided that such owner certifies to the commissioner of public safety that

such multi-family dwelling poses no foreseeable carbon monoxide risk to the

health and safety to the dwelling units.

(3) The requirements of this section do not apply to facilities owned or

operated by the state of Minnesota.

How do I pick a CO alarm?

· Reasonable in price 

· Easy to use, install & replace
· Self-calibrating and self-zeroing 

· Protection from acute, lethal CO exposure 

· Protection from chronic, low level CO exposure 

· Easy-to-understand operating manual 

· Long working life 

· Minimal interference from other pollutants, common chemicals

· Memory capability for past events 

· Digital readout of CO concentrations 

· Accurate measurement of CO 

· Small size and lightness of weight, allowing portability 

· Clear instructions and warning tags on the unit itself 

All carbon monoxide alarms must conform to the latest Underwriters Laboratories (U/L) Standards UL2034.

Where do I put my CO alarm?
· Follow manufacturer's recommendations for placement in your home. 

· Test CO detectors at least once a month, following the manufacturer's instructions. 

· Replace CO detectors and batteries according to the manufacturer's instructions.

· REMEMBER:

CO alarms do not function as smoke alarms.

Smoke alarms do not function as CO alarms!

What do I do when the alarm sounds?

Treat all alarm activations as real emergencies. Evacuate everyone immediately, leaving the door open for ventilation on your way out. 

Call 911 from a neighbor’s home. Have professionals inspect your home and repair malfunctioning appliances.
If you need more information on the carbon monoxide legislation, contact the YOUR LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT at PHONE NUMBER, or call the State Fire Marshal Division at 651-201-7200. You can also visit the state fire marshal web site at www.fire.state.mn.us or e-mail your questions to firecode@state.mn.us.

