
INTERVIEWERS OBSERVATIONS 
 
Does parent appear indifferent or unconcerned to the firesetting?     

Yes* No 
Does child appear neglected or abused?        

Yes* No 
Is residence sloppy?           

Yes* No 
 
Child’s behavior and mannerisms:   nervous  stubborn      good eye contact    shy  

open         polite 
 
Child’s mood: angry    sad    happy    calm depressed    excited 
 
Child’s way of thinking: rational    age appropriate    scattered    logical     illogical  
 
Parent(s) behavior and mannerisms: fidgety   nervous    stubborn     good eye contact
 shy    open        polite 
 
Parent(s) mood: angry     sad    happy     calm depressed    excited   defensive 
 
Parent(s) way of thinking: rational     appropriate    scattered     logical      illogical  
 
Motivation for the firesetting:          
              
 
Characteristics:  Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk 
   Age appropriate  assertive, low self-esteem defiant, fights,unfeeling  
 
Family Environment:  Low Risk  Moderate Risk  High Risk 
    Two parents, concerned inattentive parents  single parent  
 
School Experiences:  Low Risk  Moderate Risk  High Risk 
    No problems  learning problems problems, suspended 
 
Circumstances of Fire: Low Risk  Moderate Risk  High Risk 
   At home, matches/lighter outside,for attention malicious,flammables 
 
Motivation for Firesetting: Low Risk  Moderate Risk  High Risk 
    Accidental  peer pressure  anger,peer pressure 
 
Age:    Low Risk  Moderate Risk  High Risk 
    3 to 10 years  5 to 13 years   10 to 17 years 
 
Overall rating:   Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk 
 
Intervention strategy:     Education            Mandated Education          Education / Counseling 


