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Advocacy  toolki t 
Vision 20/20 has created a Guide to Fire Prevention Advocacy. Vision 20/20 is 
working to unite efforts toward a comprehensive national strategy for fire 
prevention. The goal is to focus on effective and collaborative efforts to address 
the fire problem in the United States. The focus of the efforts fall into five 
strategies: 
 
Strategy 1: Prevention Advocacy 
 Increase advocacy for fire prevention. 
Strategy 2: Prevention Marketing 
 Conduct a national fire safety education/social media campaign. 
Strategy 3: Prevention Culture 
 Raise the importance of fire prevention within the fire service. 
Strategy 4: Prevention Technology 
 Promote technology to enhance fire and life safety 
Strategy 5: Prevention Codes and Standards 
 Refine and improve the application of codes and standards that enhance  

public and firefighter safety and preserve community assets. 
 
A sixth strategy is added to help fulfill the work performed with FEMA: 
Strategy 6: Prevention Model Measurement 
 Establish model evaluation and performance measures for fire prevention  

efforts and highlight models in prevention that others may replicate to  
achieve measurable, successful results. 

 
The online guide for fire prevention advocacy is updated regularly with tools, case 
studies, testimonials and other resources to help support local efforts. 
 
On the Vision 20/20 Guide to Fire Prevention Advocacy website you will find 
information for creating demand in your community, demonstrating need for fire 
prevention, demonstrating results, and building relationships and as well as tools 
for creating your own plan.  
 
 

 

mailto:amanda.swenson@state.mn.us
mailto:amanda.swenson@state.mn.us
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
http://toolkit.strategicfire.org/
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Fi re Prevention Week 
Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15, 2016. Each year the State Fire Marshal Division (SFMD) puts together a list of 
open house events happening around the state. We would like to include as many different open house dates from across 
the state as possible. If you would like your open house to be included on the list, please send an email to 
amanda.swenson@state.mn.us with details including: location, times, address, brief description of events, and contact 
information. 
 
The SFMD also has Sparky costumes, fire prevention videos, books and curriculum resources for departments to use. 
You can find the list of items available for use on the SFMD website.  
 
NFPA also has many free resources to help with your planning of Fire Prevention Week, including lesson plans, Sparky’s 
School House, tools for social media and others. Visit the NFPA website for resources and ideas to promote your Fire 
Prevention Week events this year.  

 

We want your saves!  
Do you have a smoke alarm, sprinkler, Stove Top Fire Stop or other save from your community? The SFMD, along with 
the Minnesota State Fire Chiefs Association’s Public Education Committee, are looking to collect these saves to show 
the importance of fire prevention and safety messaging to the public. It can sometimes be difficult to show the results of 
fire prevention because it’s hard to prove a fire never happened. By collecting stories of saves, we hope to be able to 
show the impact of our fire prevention efforts. Keep this in mind for any type of save. If a resident tells you they were 
able to slide a lid on a pan that had started on fire or stopped putting out smoking materials in the potted plants on the 
deck, we would like those stories too! 
 

Model  Performance Programs 
If you didn't get a chance to take part in the two Vision 20/20 webinars, you can now stream and download them! 
 

• Model Performance - State Programs That Are Succeeding  
• Focusing Resources Where They Matter Most — Gary West, Tennessee State Fire 

Marshal. Marshal West will be talking about the "Get Alarmed Tennessee" program that 
installed over 100,000 smoke alarms in high-risk areas and has resulted in a 28 percent 
reduction in fire deaths. 

• Fire Data in a Serious State — Sara Wood, Kansas State NFIRS Program Manager. Ms. 
Wood will talk about removing barriers, making data more accessible, and creating a more 
positive attitude toward data reporting.  

• Model Performance - Cities with Solutions  
• No More Fire Deaths — Derrick Sawyer, Deputy Chief, Philadelphia Fire Department. Chief 

Sawyer will explain that by using a detailed analysis of fire data, Philadelphia launched a pilot 
for a focused smoke alarm installation program in high-risk areas that resulted in a 30 
percent improvement as compared to the rest of the city. 

• Sprinklers in Rapid City — Tim Behlings, Division Chief, Rapid City Fire Department. Chief 
Behlings will describe the sprinkler initiative in Rapid City that focuses on a wide diversity of 
occupancies and that has resulted in 33 sprinkler saves since it started.  

• You will also learn more about the free, online Vision 20/20 Fire Safety Materials Generator and other resources 
available on the Vision 20/20 website. 
 

 
 

mailto:amanda.swenson@state.mn.us
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/public-education/Documents/LendingLibraryInventory.pdf
http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/fire-prevention-week
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iNzA9Q1nMLvPl6pwun4DUwupXLyhUVhuBPiYj0U20xscfhLpayS6QZMnxNOOMPwbICOC_4hygwZHPOXPOIJmIU9Iair314k2tUJPq5HbUIGrvWUyImps6IKLudwuyJ_fPRCSngu5YJ_Mj0k50p7xuLAhoCzXgPG5vq0-q07azjIzn-SBE2FlAwdBd4jsIvOglCJ2dsu-kJ8D-Tq8korVGB6EHS-LEScQQLBvT34lwv2-KuKFdJ7cMFa_IH-zySzCxCRewoyijhU=&c=Ht7VrlqlwZCo_oEjMprrcyJljAfST7eOfsrUTYkSQiCP-E9ym7yEdg==&ch=bnkEWo0psVgOdZSp4XP0pIAmGg76tHOSeave18A3q9fQd0nB4Z9zeQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iNzA9Q1nMLvPl6pwun4DUwupXLyhUVhuBPiYj0U20xscfhLpayS6QZMnxNOOMPwbjvKPdEChqe_qYaVrh87tExRR50cjlNRtTobXiBIhHL-AF7OW5Ymkn4v0kYZVUSk8h1R7Iv_BjM5X5ualx_AJu6R1fZyqDkYouJBRr5KkaJU7bI0D2hTDicol25OQb5ZYUpnogdE6u5xPKQAS-m6iCVZGfjEJAWqVb1WfiXRFOJQcFnC8-Nj02ogYQ8ifjYjCaUXbfwBGMbg=&c=Ht7VrlqlwZCo_oEjMprrcyJljAfST7eOfsrUTYkSQiCP-E9ym7yEdg==&ch=bnkEWo0psVgOdZSp4XP0pIAmGg76tHOSeave18A3q9fQd0nB4Z9zeQ==
http://strategicfire.org/education-outreach/materials-generator/
http://strategicfire.org/
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Remembering When  
 Remembering When is a fire and fall prevention program aimed at older adults with a goal of helping communities reduce 

fire and fall injuries in older adults. The program is offered through the National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA), and 
the entire program can be found for free on the NFPA website. In the state of Minnesota, fire and fall injuries and death in 
older adults continue to be a concern. 

NFPA is once again offering a scholarship conference for teams to attend to learn how to implement the Remembering 
When program in their communities. The Remembering When Scholarship Conference will be held in San Antonio, Texas 
on Nov. 14-16. The NFPA is looking for teams that are excited to help older adults reduce injury from fire and fall, 
committed to building a community outreach program, and enthusiastic about strengthening partnerships to support older 
adults. Selected participants receive the training; airfare to San Antonio; and hotel shuttle, lodging, some meals, and 
support from NFPA. This is certainly a worthwhile conference with first-rate instructors. 

Application deadline: August 15, 2016 
Applications are rolling so apply as soon as you assemble your team! Applications are already being accepted. 

  

 Sparky shops at Mal l  of  America  
On Saturday, June 4, Sparky the Fire Dog, State Fire Marshal Bruce West, Fire and Life Safety Educator Amanda 
Swenson and Youth Firesetter Intervention Specialist Kathi Osmonson attended a family safety fair at the Mall of 
America. At the family safety fair, staff talked to families about the importance of working smoke alarms, handed out free 
alarms to families, and educated the public on other fire safety topics. Of course, the hit of the event was the opportunity 
for the kids to take their photo with Sparky! 

Before the family safety fair, Sparky was able to check out the Mall of America to mark off number 30 on his 65th birthday 
bucket list. You can find all of the stops Sparky has made to check off his bucket list on the Sparky the Fire Dog 
Facebook page or the Safety Source Blog. 

  

 

http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/resources/education-programs/remembering-when
https://www.facebook.com/SparkyTheFireDog
https://www.facebook.com/SparkyTheFireDog
http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/outreach/safety-source-blog
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An article in the June issue of FireRescue magazine by Joseph Knitter reminds readers of steps every instructor should 
follow to make sure they are putting their best foot forward when presenting. Along with reminders about appearance, Mr. 
Knitter also includes guidelines for preparing for each class. A few of these include: 
 

• Read through and be familiar with your material, and be fully prepared to facilitate its delivery. 
• Be prepared to work with the exercises and activities that support the curriculum, and be ready to deliver them as 

needed. 
• Be on time and prepared to instruct. 
• Return from breaks on time. 
• Set rules for the use of cell phones and other electronic devices. 

Although many of these points are simply reminders, it is good to keep them in mind as we present to a variety of groups 
in the community. To read the entire article titled “Buttons, Belt Loops, and Barn Doors” visit the Firefighter Nation 
website.  

 
 

I nstructor t ips for posi t ive presentations 
 

Li fe Safety  Achievement Award 

Does your local fire department promote fire prevention? If so, it may be eligible for the Life Safety Achievement Award, 
sponsored by National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM)’s Fire Research & Education Foundation and 
Grinnell Mutual. 
 
Applications are now being accepted from fire departments who have had zero fire deaths in residential structures or a 
10 percent reduction in fire deaths in 2015. In addition, they must demonstrate a commitment to preventing residential 
fires in local communities through effective fire prevention programs.  
 
Since 1994, the Life Safety Achievement Award has recognized both professional and volunteer fire departments for 
outstanding fire safety statistics and effective fire prevention programs during the preceding calendar year. The award 
application is now available on NASFM’s website and Grinnell Mutual’s website. 

Unl i sted alarms 
 In early June, the NASFM put out a news release to urge Amazon and other retailers to remove potentially unsafe fire 

safety products. In the release, they cite smoke alarms that do not carry the testing labels from a nationally recognized 
third-party testing laboratory such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL) or Intertek/ETL – the two largest independent safety 
testing companies for electrical products. NASFM is also asking the Consumer Product Safety Commission to take action 
to ensure consumers are protected and purchasing safe products.  

“Perhaps no other items sold to consumers today play a more critical role in protecting their families against fire than 
smoke alarms,” said NASFM President Butch Browning, who also serves as the Louisiana State Fire Marshal. 
“Consumers can buy products bearing trusted third-party laboratory marks with confidence, knowing that they have been 
subjected to the prescribed review process and can expect their smoke alarms to perform as promised when needed. 
Often, that performance can mean the difference between life and death.” 
 
Another challenge may be that not all consumers understand the importance of that testing laboratory label on the back of 
the products they purchase. Consider when this message might be appropriate as you plan your smoke alarm education 
programs. To read the full news release, visit the NASFM website. 
 

http://www.firefighternation.com/article/command-and-leadership/buttons-belt-loops-and-barn-doors?cmpid=enl_FFN_NOW_2016-06-24
http://www.firefighternation.com/article/command-and-leadership/buttons-belt-loops-and-barn-doors?cmpid=enl_FFN_NOW_2016-06-24
https://naosfm30.wildapricot.org/
https://www.grinnellmutual.com/
https://naosfm30.wildapricot.org/
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