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Arson Awareness Week 
The landscape is beginning to green across the state, but we have also seen a 
number of wildland fires across the state. Across the county we see the wildfire 
season heating up as well. A wildfire in Virginia in Shenandoah National Park 
caused closures in parts of the Appalachian Trail. It is believed that the fire was 
caused by humans. 
 
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), one in five reported 
wildland fires between 2007 and 2011 were intentionally set. Nationally, 
investigators are seeing an increase in wildland arson cases that are either 
intentionally or recklessly set.  
 
This year, Arson Awareness Week is May 1-7, and focuses on wildfire arson. The 
U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) has created resources to use in your efforts to 
promote Arson Awareness Week. The resources can be found on the USFA 
website. This year’s theme is “Prevent Wildfire Arson – Spread the Facts Not the 
Fire.” 
 
This year’s materials: 
 

o Explain the common motives for committing wildfire arson. 

 
o Highlight wildland fire training and wildfire prevention resources 

available to fire departments.  

 
o Identify successful arson reward programs in communities 

throughout the United States. 

 
On the USFA website, you will also find additional resources, such as national 
statistics, related content and outreach materials. 
 

 

mailto:amanda.swenson@state.mn.us
mailto:amanda.swenson@state.mn.us
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/arson_awareness.html
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/arson_awareness.html
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Changing the news 

In a thirty-second video, movie star Neal McDonough turns tragedy into triumph. The short video clip focuses on the fact 
that having working smoke alarms in the home can change the news headline from a family being killed in a fire to the 
family escaping a home fire. We all know how fast fire can spread, and families may have as little as two minutes to 
escape a home fire. We also know the reality is that many families still live without working smoke alarms in their homes.  

The video, from Safe Kids Worldwide, is another reminder for folks to make sure they have working smoke alarms in their 
homes.  

 

Window securi ty  bars 
Everyone wants to feel safe and secure while in their homes and have fear of crimes in their communities. To feel safe, 
many people install security bars on doors and windows in their homes. Of course, while this may help a family feel 
secure from crime, it could trap the family in the case of fire and hinder firefighters from rescuing the family. To help 
educate families, NFPA has developed a tip sheet about window security bars. It, along with tip sheets on a number of 
other safety topics, can be found on the NFPA website.  
 
 Download our security bars safety tip sheet for information about bars with quick release devices. 
 

My High 5 
Safe Kids International has created My High 5 to both celebrate Safe Kids Day and make your home safer. Families 
have different safety priorities based on the ages of their children as well as their stage of development. My High 5 
makes it easy for families to pick the safety actions that make sense for them. They have created a blank template for 
families to fill in their own High 5, as well as tips based on age or location, such as in the car or at play. To assist families 
in deciding their own High 5, there is also a full checklist they can implement or select their own priorities from. 

These tips sheets, along with a wealth of other safety information for kids, can be found on the Safe Kids International 
website. 

 
 

Sleeping wi th the doors closed 
NFPA’s Educational Messages Advisory Committee (EMAC) recently modified its message about sleeping with a door 
closed and issued a position statement (PDF, 124 KB). The updated message for sleeping with a door closed states, “A 
closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat and fire. Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room and outside each 
separate sleeping area. For the best protection, make sure all smoke alarms are interconnected.” The message has 
been modified in NFPA's escape planning and smoke alarm information, and on safety tip sheets. The EMAC also 
recommended the need for additional research to look at other factors such as whether or not a closed door could delay 
the early warning from a smoke alarm outside the sleeping room and how a closed door will affect the rate of fatalities 
when the fire begins in the room where the door is closed. 

https://www.safekids.org/video/changing-news-neal-mcdonough-fire-safety
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/safety-tip-sheets
http://www.nfpa.org/%7E/media/files/safety-information/safety-tip-sheets/securitybarsafety.pdf?la=en
http://www.safekids.org/safekidsday/MyHigh5
http://www.safekids.org/safekidsday/MyHigh5
http://www.nfpa.org/%7E/media/files/safety-information/public-educators/educational-messaging/emac/emacpositionstatementcloseddoor.pdf?la=en
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-consumers/escape-planning
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-consumers/fire-and-safety-equipment/smoke-alarms
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/safety-tip-sheets
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When l ightning str ikes  
By Amanda Swenson 

I always stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove top. I stopped using flame candles in my home years ago. I keep 
anything that can catch fire at least three feet from things that heat. In a recent spring storm, I was reminded that I can’t 
stop lightning from striking near my home. It was in the early morning hours when my husband and I awakened to the 
sound of thunder in the distance. We got up to unplug things and such. The next day we found our internet and phone 
were down. When the technician came to repair the damage, I got a souvenir to help share the message of why it is 
important to unplug things during lightning. Lucky, for me the damage was just in the phone jacks.  

 

Fi re Prevention Week  
“Don’t Wait, Check the Date! Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years” is the theme for Fire Prevention Week 2016. This 
is the third year that NFPA has decided to focus on smoke alarms, because survey data shows many misconceptions 
about them. NFPA has found that only a small percent of people know how old their alarms are or how often they need 
to be replaced. There are three key messages to help educate the public about replacing smoke alarms. They are: 
 

• Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years. 
• Make sure you know how old all the smoke alarms are in your home. 
• To find out how old a smoke alarm is, look at the date of manufacture on the back of the alarm; the alarm should 

be replaced 10 years from that date. 

The dates for Fire Prevention Week 2016 are Oct. 9-15. Keep an eye out for more information soon! 
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Home sprinkler education 
 May 15, 2016, is the deadline to apply for the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition’s (HFSC) 2016 $1,500 Education Program 

Stipend.  The HFSC will select 3 BUILT FOR LIFE Fire Departments (BFLFD) to each receive $1,500 stipends to partner 
with instructors and students at a local high school or technical/vocational school (for future homebuilders, residential 
architects, etc.) to conduct an educational side-by-side fire and sprinkler burn demonstration event and carry out the 
following steps:  

• Have students and fire officials use HFSC's Fire and Sprinkler Burn Demonstration Kit to build side-by-side 
demonstration units to conduct a demonstration as a community event.  

• Work with instructors/students to complete a short home fire sprinkler education program, which may include 
viewing a 20-minute educational video and completing a short quiz provided by HFSC (online or hard copies).  

• Recognize students who participated in the program with "Built for Life" certificates supplied by HFSC. 
• Evaluate the program's effectiveness. Visit www.homefiresprinkler.org/index.php/vocational-student-program  to 

view the program guide and student course and quiz. 

 

The Minnesota Safety Council recently announced the dates for the 8th Annual Minnesota Childhood Injury Summit. The 
2016 summit will be held on Thursday, Sept. 22, at Vadnais Heights Commons in Vadnais Heights. If you work to prevent 
unintentional injuries in children, this is an excellent event for you to attend. Some highlights of this year’s summit include: 

• The teenage brain and emotional accelerators that impact risk-taking behavior. 
• Motivational interviewing: What's involved with this style of communication and how can it support behavior 

change/reduce injury risks? 
• Injury trends related to farm life. 
• Issues and insights related to juvenile firesetting. 

Online registration is open now on the Minnesota Safety Council website. 
 

 

Minnesota Chi ldhood Injury  Summit 
 

Professional  Development Symposium 
 The 2016 National Professional Development Symposium will be held June 27-29 at the USFA’s National Fire Academy 

campus in Emmitsburg, Maryland. The applications are open for this event, and the deadline to apply is May 30, 2016. 
There are no stipends available for this training. 
 
If you are unable to attend the symposium in person, you can still be a part of the event. This year the USFA is offering 
the general sessions and four workshops via the internet. The online options include: 
 

• What Do Managers Want: How Should I Professionally Develop?  
• Assistance to Firefighters Grant: Past, Present and Future 
• Focused Fire Prevention: Focusing Resources Where They Matter  
• Saving Our Own: Taking Action Against Cancer in the Fire Service 

More information on the Professional Development Symposium can be found on the USFA website.  
 

 

http://homefiresprinkler.org/index.php/student-program-2016-application
http://homefiresprinkler.org/index.php/student-program-2016-application
http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/index.php/vocational-student-program
http://www.minnesotasafetycouncil.org/courses/course.cfm?CourseID=460
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/training/prodev/npds.html
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Publ i c Education and YFPI  Training  
 This summer the SFMD will be offering two opportunities to expand your knowledge in public fire safety education and 

youth firesetting intervention. These classes will provide you with updated materials and messages that can be 
implemented into your prevention programs. 
 
Public Education and YFPI Training 
Hosted by Owatonna Fire Department 
July 16 from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
July 17 from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
 
Public Education and YFPI Summer Summit and Meeting 
Hosted by Bemidji Fire Department 
July 27 from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
July 28 from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
July 29 from 8 a.m. until 5 pm 
 
To sign up for these trainings, visit the training page on the SFMD website. 
 
Both of these trainings are free! 
 
 

 
 

Breakfast in bed for Mom 
 Are the kiddos planning the traditional breakfast in bed for Mother’s Day? Sometimes children and adults overestimate the 

skills of kids in the kitchen. Some supervision my still be required when younger children are part of meal prep. Experts at 
Community Health Strategies have information on their website about when a child is old enough to use the stove or 
oven. To read the entire article, visit the Community Health Strategies website. 
 
 

 
 

MN Fi re Chief s Pub Ed Committee 
 Mark your calendar for the next Chiefs Pub Ed Meeting! 

 
Wednesday, May 11 
10 a.m. 
Savage Fire Department 

 
If you have questions, please contact the committee chair, John Babin, at jbabin@ci.savage.mn.us 
 
 NFPA Updates 

 • New easy-to-read tip sheet on “getting to know smoke alarms,” available in English and 12 other languages: 
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/safety-tip-sheets/easy-to-read-handouts-in-other-languages 

• Include home fire safety on the spring season to-do list from Safety Source Blog 
• Fire chief puts out blaze sparked by bizarre lightning strike 
• Pets and fire safety as you celebrate National Pet Month  

 
 

https://app.dps.mn.gov/FM_Training/FM_HmPgViewCrs.aspx
http://www.communityhealthstrategies.com/when-is-a-child-old-enough-to-use-the-stove-or-oven/?utm_content=Swenson&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=when%20a%20child%20is%20old%20enough%20to%20use%20the%20stove%20or%20oven&utm_campaign=Prevention%201st%20on%20the%201stcontent
mailto:jbabin@ci.savage.mn.us
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/safety-tip-sheets/easy-to-read-handouts-in-other-languages
http://safety.blog.nfpa.org/2016/04/include-home-fire-safety-on-the-spring-season-to-do-list.html
http://safety.blog.nfpa.org/2016/04/fire-chief-puts-out-blaze-sparked-by-bizarre-lightning-strike.html
http://safety.blog.nfpa.org/2016/05/celebrate-the-benefits-of-pets-while-being-mindful-of-fire-safety.html

