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State Fire Marshal Division
Glen Bergstrand
Skip Zielin
Danay Freeman

John Swanson
(651) 201-7200
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Fire Safety Seminar Agenda

Introductions — Staff Contacts
Statistics on fire losses in homes

Day care/foster care inspection “triggers”
Fire safety requirements
Carbon Monoxide detection

Forms
Question/answers
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Deputy State Fire Marshals

* Glen Bergstrand 218-721-4447
Skip Zielin 218-736-6461 (West Central)
Patti South 218-732-9622 (North West)

Forrest Williams 218-724-5771 (North East)
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Deputy State Fire Marshals

John Gergen 320-654-0517 (Central)
Chris Watson 763-754-0343 (Metro)
Jerry Plagge 507-354-9678 (South West)

Floyd Cupkie 507-444-2426 (South East)
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Deputy State Fire Marshals

» Please do not give out these telephone
numbers to providers. These #'s are for
licensors use.

» We can either stay in the office returning
phone calls or we can be out conducting
fire inspections.
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Child Care Facilities

 This training covers the requirements for
Single family dwellings
Apartment units
Family Adult Day Services

Licensed for child or adult foster care
Licensed for child care (day care)
Those attending may inspect R-3 facilities.
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Child Care Training

« This training does not cover:
Child Care Centers
Adult Day Care Services
Preschools
Detox Services
Chemical Dependency Treatment
Day Training & Habilitation Services

Training will be held on March 25% for the above.
Those attending on March 25" may inspect these.
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Child Care — Fire Safety

» Most fires happen in the home — 72% of all
fires in Minnesota are in homes (2006 - Fire in

Minnesota)

» Fire dollar loss in Minnesota
$498,583 per day
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Fire Causes

« Cooking — 51%

« Open Flame — 11%
* Heating — 8%

* Incendiary -12%

« Electrical

« Appliances

¢ Smoking

* Juvenile
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Fire Deaths

¢ 80% in residential
homes

e Careless smoking in
17%

 Electrical malfunction

« Combustibles too
close

 Child play
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FireWise can make a Difference

2/08 Minnesota State Fire Marshal
ivision

Request a Fire Inspection

e Day Care
In a basement
In a mobile home
In a mixed occupancy — 2 different uses in bldg.
In an apartment building

Wood burning stove used — not outside boiler or
fireplace

For reasonable cause — please explain
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Request a Fire Inspection

» Foster Care
4 or more residents
Living space in the basement
In a mobile home
Adult foster care

Wood-burning stove — not outside boilers or
fireplaces

Reasonable cause — please explain
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Request a Fire Inspection

* Homes, including mobile homes inspected
by a building inspector within the last 5
years from date of providers request do
not need a fire marshal inspection.

Unless home remodeled or added onto or if licensor
sees obvious violation.

Get Certificate of Occupancy or other documentation
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Fire Safety Requirements

» Code Changes:
Fire extinguisher required in child care

Door closer needed on house/garage door
Ground level windows may be 5.0 sq. ft.

Existing stair guard rails may be 6”
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Fire Safety Changes

« Garage ceilings with living above, need 5/8” Type X
gypsum for homes built after 7/07. Garage door needs a
closing device.

* Replace smoke detectors that are 10 years old & older.

Gypsum required under basement stairs if used for
storage in homes built after 7/07.

Handrails required when stairs have 2 or more risers in
homes built after 7/07.
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Fire Safety Requirements

Minnesota State Fire Code was adopted on July
10, 2007.

Fire Safety Requirements

» Every bedroom and basement used for
day care must have 2 ways out.

Door
Escape Window

Escape Window Opening Slide-by window
* 720 Sq. Inches in i Y /
openable area ! *@ il

At least 20 Inches in
width

At least 24 inches in
height

Within 48" of the floor
— existing; 44" - new

2/08 Minnesota State Fire Marshal
Division

2/08 Minnesota State Fire Marshal
Division

Casement window blocked by
awning
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Double hung window
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Double hung window — tip in

Casement window — measure clear
useable opening
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Awning window — hardware blocks
escape

Escape Window Opening

» Existing windows
where both halves
easily remove within
30 seconds are
allowed.

* Measure windows
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when fully open. f a
2/08 Minnesota g}atg Fire Marshal
Window Platforms Window Wells
» Where windows are too high off the floor « 3 feet by 3 feet
(Exceed 48" existing; 44” new) e Ladder inside the window well if over 44"
deep.
May construct a platform: « Ladder can not block opening of the
8" in height; window opening w/i 44" of platform window.
as wide as the window « Window well covers must be easily
extends out 18” from the wall removable.
permanently fastened to wall or floor

Division




Stair & Balcony Guard Rails

* When stairs, balcony or deck is over 30”
above ground — guard rails required

¢ 36" in height
* 4” maximum opening —new
* 6” maximum opening - existing
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Good stair railing — existing home
6” H
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Stairs

* Rise 8-1/4" maximum
¢ Run 9" minimum

» Steep ladder type
stairs need to be
rebuilt

* Loose stair treads
need to be repaired
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Stair Handralil

* From top of stairs to
bottom

* Between 30" and 42"
from each stair
nosing.

« New construction-
required when more
than 1 stair riser.
Existing — 3 risers.
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Address

 Easily visible from the
street.
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Waste/Trash/Storage

» Keep storage limited and organized

« |f creates a fire hazard — have excess
storage removed

» Keep away from all sources of ignition
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Garage Fire Separation

* Gypsum on the
house/garage wall
Extend to the roof

Solid wood door or steel
insulated door

Closer required

2/08 Minnesota State Fire Marshal
ivision

2/08 Minnesota State Fire Marshal
Division

Interior Finish

* Processed wood
paneling must meet
Class C flame spread.

« Fiberboard does not
meet Class C flame
spread.

* V4" thick paneling is
ok

« If question, get
doétfmentation. Mmesea St Fire Marshal

Crawl space foam

Rim joist foam
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Smoke Detection

¢ All levels of the home r

¢ In new construction,
also in the bedrooms

« In new construction,
wired-in with battery

Heating Appliances

* Good condition
» Keep combustibles away
¢ Ensure vented to outside

* In garages — furnace & water heater must
be 18" above the floor. Furnace must be
enclosed in one-hour fire rated room if

back-up and | located in garage.
interconnected.
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Portable Heaters Electrical

» Unvented, fuel-fired heaters not located in:
Bedrooms
Bathrooms
Storage rooms

Non-portable fuel-fired heaters are not allowed.
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* No extension cords
for permanent wiring

« No multi-plug
adapters

« No tape over wiring

* No open electrical
boxes

* Power taps are
permitted when have
over current
prdt@ctlon Minnesota State Fire Marshal

Division
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Mobile Homes

« 2 exit doors — both with stairs, handrails,
guards

Easily openable — not taped shut!

Smoke Detectors direct wired with battery back-up in
hallways and bedrooms in new construction and
interconnected.
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Carbon Monoxide Detection

« Every single family dwelling and apartment

Install a carbon monoxide detector within 10’ of
each bedroom.

Jan. 1, 2007 for new construction
Aug. 1, 2008 for existing homes
Aug. 1, 2009 for apartment buildings
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Carbon Monoxide Detection

* Apartment buildings
may have a CO
detector within 15 —
25’ of central furnaces
and connected to an
alarm system to notify
all tenants.

* Not connected to fire
alarm.
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Cracked furnace heat exchanger
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Inspection System

¢ To request an inspection — submit DHS
form “Request For Fire Inspection”

* $50 Certified bank check or money order

Payable to State Fire Marshal Division

Please provide directions to residence and
provide licensors email address!!
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Inspection System

« If rental property — send “Landlord’s
Permission” form.
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Inspection System

 Licensor may conduct most follow-up
inspections. If Fire Marshal conducts
follow-up inspection, $50 fee must 15t be
sent to State Fire Marshal's Office.
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Computer Inspection System

« State Fire Marshal Division will email
licensors fire safety inspection results.

» Must have Microsoft Excel program.

Inspection System

* Licensor must notify Fire Marshal if
violations were corrected

if building was in use for day care or foster care
at time of inspection or

if rental property
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Training Certificate Q o
» Complete evaluation on web page. * Answers
* Certificate will be completed on web page.
* Send $6.00 check if not yet paid to:
* State Fire Marshal Answers?
» Danay Freeman
» 444 Cedar Street, Suite 145
 St. Paul, MN 55101 Ancwers?
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