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HISTORY 
 

In 1969 legislation was passed creating a state advisory council on fire service education and 
research. The council was provided with funding and was to report back to the legislature. After 
three reports were presented, this council was scheduled to expire. Encouraged by strong fire service 
and public support, an effort was launched in the 1976 session to reinstate the council.  On May 6, 
1976 the Governor issued Executive Order No. 126 creating an Advisory Committee on Fire Service 
Education. That Executive Order remained effective through December 31, 1978 when Executive 
Order No. 187 on December 15, 1978 created the Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention & Control.  
 
The Council continues to operate under Executive Order No. 11-08, signed by Governor Mark Dayton 
on April 4, 2011. In 1992 the Council began reporting directly to the Commissioner of the 
Department of Public Safety. The Council annually meets with the Commissioner to deliver its Annual 
Report. 
 

MISSION 
 

The mission of the Council is to: 

 Provide a focal point for the exchange of information. 

 Develop the best possible fire education, protection, and prevention services for the people of 
Minnesota. 

 Coordinate the delivery of this information.  
 

CONTACT 
 
The State Fire Marshal Division provides the official contact point for the Council. 
Minnesota State Fire Marshal 
445 Minnesota Street, Suite #145 
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 
(651) 201-7200 
 
The Council website is hosted on the Division website and contains membership listings, agendas, 
meeting minutes, position papers, annual reports, etc. 
 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/programs-services/Pages/Governors-Council-on-Fire-
Prevention.aspx 

  

  

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/programs-services/Pages/Governors-Council-on-Fire-Prevention.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/programs-services/Pages/Governors-Council-on-Fire-Prevention.aspx
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Council consists of fifteen members appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety, in addition 
to several ex-officio state agency representatives. The member organizations represented include 
those directly involved in the fire safety profession as well as those affected by fire safety activities or 
regulations. 
 
6 - Representatives of Fire Prevention and Control Occupations 

 Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota   

 MN Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators 

 MN Chapter of Society of Fire Protection Engineers 

 Minnesota Professional Fire Fighters 

 Minnesota State Fire Chiefs Association 

 Minnesota State Fire Department Association 
 
1 - Representative of Organization Teaching Fire Prevention and Control 

 Region’s Hospital - Burn Center 
 
2 - Representatives of State and Local Government 

 League of Minnesota Cities 

 Minnesota Association of Townships 
 
6 - Representatives of Other Organizations Actively Involved In Fire Prevention  

and Control 

 Insurance Federation of Minnesota 

 Minneapolis Building Owners & Managers Association 

 Minnesota FAIR Plan 

 MN Chapter of American Institute of Architects 

 MN Chapter of National Fire Sprinkler Association 

 RAM Mutual Insurance Company 
 
6 - Ex-Officio Representatives of State Agencies 

 State Fire Marshal Division, Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS) 

 Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division, DPS 

 Department of Natural Resources 

 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities – Public Safety & Compliance 

 Construction Codes & Licensing Division, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry 

 Minnesota Board of Firefighter Training & Education 
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2014 Accomplishments/2015 Goals: 

 The Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention and Control engaged in a thorough discussion 

prompted by the Commissioner to re-evaluate and assess the continued need for the Council.  

After thoughtful analysis by the members the Council, seeing no other agency or organization 

having the same mission and high quality breadth of membership, advocated strongly in favor 

of continuing its existence. 

 The Council increased the educational content at each meeting by asking its member 

organizations to volunteer to provide brief background presentations on a rotating basis.   

 The Council assisted in planning for then participated in the 2014 Minnesota Governor’s Fire 

Prevention Day at the State Fair, which was held on Friday August 22, 2014.  It was the 16th 

annual Fire Prevention Day at the Fair. 

 The Council conducted a stringent review of the Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the State 

Fair.  Several Council members attended most of the meetings of the State Fair Planning 

Committee.  The State Fair Event was held in a completely new location in 2014 and utilized a 

completely new physical format than in any of its previous years.  The event did not suffer 

from being in a new location with a new format.  Some volunteers who have been a part of 

many State Fair events in the past noted it was the best one ever because the visitors spent 

more time absorbing the exhibits and gaining more fire safety and prevention messages. 

 The Council once again partnered with the International Association of Arson Investigators-
Minnesota Chapter to co-host one of its meetings in Greater Minnesota by holding the March 
meeting at the IAAI-Mn’s Annual Conference in St. Cloud. 

 

 The Council toured the Fire and Public Safety aspects of the U of M’ s TCF Bank Stadium, 
allowing members to see the unique design aspects that went into its construction. 

 

 The Council requested a background briefing on the status of the report mandated by the 
Legislature on “Minnesota’s Preparedness for an Oil Transportation Incident.” 

 

 The Council continued to monitor the promulgation of the 2014 State Building and Fire Code 
rules and related legislative activity. 

 

 In 2014, the Council received back ground briefings from:  the Minnesota Association of 
Townships, the Minnesota FAIR Plan, the DPS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management and from the IAAI-Mn. 

 

 The Council’s 2015 goals include ensuring the continued success of Governor’s Fire 
Prevention Day at the State Fair 2015, to continue to increase the educational content of 
each meeting and to stay abreast of current fire prevention trends and messages. 
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Governor's Council on Fire Prevention and Control 
Bylaws 

 
 

Article I – Memberships 
Section 1 A Council member shall be a duly appointed representative or alternate of a state-wide 
member organization or interest group appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety and that agrees to 
abide by the bylaws and the Governor's orders.  
 
Section 2 An organization's membership may be terminated as provided herein.  All memberships that 
have been terminated have a right to petition for review within thirty (30) days.  The Chairperson shall appoint 
three (3) voting members and one (1) ex-officio member to review the circumstances leading to the 
termination of the membership and report to the Council prior to a final vote on the filling of the vacancy. 
 
Section 3 Members of the Council shall determine the number of members and shall nominate member 
organizations to this council.  Nominations shall be confirmed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all Council 
members by written ballot.  The organization(s) chosen must be approved and appointed by the 
Commissioner of Public Safety.   
 
 

Article II - Meetings 
Section 1 The regularly scheduled meeting shall be on the fourth Wednesday of every odd month. 
 
Section 2 The Chairperson, or a majority of the members of the Council, may call for a special meeting 
at any time.  There must be reasonable notice, either by mail or telephone, of such meeting given to every 
member (both ex-officio and voting members).  The notice shall state the purpose of such meeting. 
 
Section 3 A simple majority of all voting members in good standing shall constitute a quorum.  A 
member is not in good standing if the organization's representative has allowed the organizations' 
membership to terminate or the director of the organization has expressed a desire to terminate the 
organization's service to the Council. 
 
Section 4a At all regular meetings of the Council, the following shall be the order of business:  

1.  Roll call and declaration of quorum. 
2.  Minutes of the preceding meeting and actions thereon. 
3.  Reports of officers and committees. 
4.  Unfinished business. 
5.  New Business. 

 
Section 4b At all special meetings the following shall be the order of business: 

1.  Roll Call and declaration of quorum. 
2.  Reports of officers and committees concerning the purpose for which the meeting is called. 
3.  Discussion on the purpose for which the meeting is called. 

 
Section 5 All agenda items shall be prepared by the Chairperson or any person appointed by the 
Chairperson.  If a member desires to have an issue placed on the agenda, that member shall give twenty (20) 
days notice, either by mail or telephone, prior to the meeting, to the Chairperson.  The notice shall state the 
topic to be placed on the agenda. 
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Article III - Officers 

Section 1 The officers of the Council shall be Chairperson, Vice-chairperson and Secretary. 
 
Section 2 The Chairperson, or in his or her absence, the Vice-chairperson, shall preside over all meetings 
of the Council.  In the event both are absent, a temporary presiding officer shall be elected among the 
members present.  The Chairperson shall appoint the Secretary and all special committees, unless otherwise 
provided herein.  The Chairperson shall exercise a general supervision over all affairs of the Council and shall 
perform the duties incident to his/her office. The Chairperson cannot be a voting member of a special 
committee appointed by him/her, unless otherwise provided herein.  The Chairperson shall be the ex-officio 
member of all committees unless otherwise provided herein.  The Chairperson will not be counted in 
determining a quorum in such special committee meetings. 
 
Section 3 The Vice-chairperson, in the absence of the Chairperson, shall perform all duties of the 
Chairperson and, in so acting, shall have all the powers of, and be subject to, all the restrictions on the 
Chairperson. 
 
Section 4 The Secretary shall be appointed by the Chairperson.  The Secretary shall be responsible for 
reviewing and distributing all correspondence.  The Secretary shall keep membership records containing the 
names of the representatives and the addresses of each organization that is a member of the Council.  He/she 
shall keep all documents relative to the Council's operation.  In the event that the Council receives any funds, 
the Secretary shall act as treasurer.  
 
Section 5 The Chairperson and the Vice-chairperson shall be elected bi-annually to a two (2) year term.  
The members holding the office of Chairperson and Vice-chairperson shall be voting members in good 
standing.  The Secretary is appointed by the Chairperson to a two year term. 
 
Section 6  The officers shall hold office until their successors are elected or, in the case of the Secretary, 
appointed.   
 
Section 7 Upon a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of all council members, any officer can be removed 
from that office. 
 
 

Article IV - Attendance 
Section 1  Any member of the Council who is absent from 2 consecutive regularly scheduled meetings 
shall receive a notice that indicates their membership may be terminated if their attendance does not 
improve. 
 
Section 2 Any member of the Council who is absent from 3 or more consecutive regularly scheduled 
meetings may be terminated. 
 

 
Article V - Voting 
Section 1 Each member of the Council shall receive one (1) vote. 
 
Section 2 Ex-officio members do not have voting privileges. 
 
Section 3 Proxy voting shall be prohibited.  US Mail or electronic (email) voting is permitted. The vote 
should be sent to the Chairperson one (1) week prior to the scheduled meeting. 



 

6  

 
Section 4  All administrative resolutions shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote and be consistent 
with the amendment provisions of these bylaws. 
 
 

Article VI - Committees 
Section 1 All committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson unless provided herein. 
 
Section 2 There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the Chairperson, Vice-chairperson, 
Secretary and two (2) other members elected by the council. The immediate Past-Chairperson also serves on 
the Committee as a non-voting member, during the time the individual remains on the Council as a member. 
The Chairperson of the Council shall be the Chairperson of the Executive Committee, not withstanding any 
provision in these bylaws to the contrary.  The Executive Committee shall advise and assist the Chairperson on 
determining agenda items and the direction of the Council.  The Executive Committee shall also evaluate 
proposed changes to these bylaws.  The Executive Committee shall not act on any policy, position, or opinion 
without authority of the Council. 
 
Section 3 Committees of Council may be formed to consider and report on subjects requiring special 
study.  These committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson unless a motion to the contrary is passed by 
an affirmative majority vote.  In the event such a motion is passed, the members of the special committee 
shall be nominated and elected by the council.  The number of committee seats to be filled shall be 
determined by the Chairperson of the Council. 
 
 

Article VII - Amendments to Bylaws 

Section 1 Any member may propose an amendment to these bylaws provided such a proposal is 
submitted to the Chairperson sixty (60) days prior to any meeting. 
 
Section 2 All proposed amendments shall be reviewed by the Executive Committee and submitted to 
the entire membership at least sixty days prior to being placed on the agenda for approval. 
 
Section 3 Proposed bylaws amendments must be passed by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote at any 
regularly scheduled meeting. 
 

 
 
 

Approved unanimously January 28, 2004  
 at a regular meeting of the  

Governors Council on Fire Prevention and Control 
 

Amended Article IV Attendance 
January 23, 2008 

 
Amended Article VI, Section 2 – added Past Chair 

November 25, 2009 
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Governor's Council on Fire Prevention & Control 

Member Roster 

  Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota 

Member Alternate Member 

Steve Zaccard 
 St. Paul Fire Department vacant 

645 Randolph St.  
St. Paul, MN  55102 

 651.228.6201 
 Steve.zaccard@ci.stpaul.mn.us 
 

  MN Chapter - International Association of Arson Investigators 

Member Alternate Member 

Crawford Wiestling Mike Tremain 

8112 Virginia Lane 1285 Northland Dr. 

Savage, MN  55378  Mendota Hts., MN  55120-1139 

612.867.7993 651.365.9245 

crawfordwiestling@gmail.com michael.tremain.c3tv@statefarm.com  

  MN Chapter - Society of Fire Protection Engineers 
 Member Alternate Member 

Scott Futrell Melisa Rodriguez 

8860 Jefferson Highway 5925 148th St. W., 

Osseo, MN 55369-1500 Apple Valley, MN 55124 

763.425.1001 952-997-5330 

scottf@ffcdi.com  Melisa.Rodriguez@uponor.com  

  MN Professional Fire Fighters 
 Member Alternate Member 

 Chris Parsons Ted Vanderbeek 

8100 Wayzata Boulevard 8100 Wayzata Boulevard 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426-1338 St. Louis Park, MN 55426-1338 

  651-206-8780 651.492.5362 

 cparsons@mpff.org s-t@mpff.org  

  MN State Fire Chiefs Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Tom Brace Bill Mund 

1433 Idaho Avenue West 101 10th Ave. North 

St. Paul, MN 55108 St. Cloud, MN  56303 

800.743.0911 320-333-4422 

trbrace@comcast.net  
bill.mund@ci.stcloud.mn.us  

  MN State Fire Department Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Dennis Stark Shane Schmidt 

302 Fillmore Street PO Box 876 

Alexandria, MN 56308 Alexandria, MN 56308 

320.763.6489 320.763.7550 

dstark@rea-alp.com  shanes@protainer.com  

mailto:michael.tremain.c3tv@statefarm.com
mailto:scottf@ffcdi.com
mailto:Melisa.Rodriguez@uponor.com
mailto:s-t@mpff.org
mailto:trbrace@comcast.net
mailto:bill.mund@ci.stcloud.mn.us
mailto:dstark@rea-alp.com
mailto:shanes@protainer.com
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League of MN Cities 
 Member Alternate Member 

Rich Duysen, Fire Chief Todd Johnson 

111 12th St. N. City of Woodbury 

Moorhead, MN  56560 
 218.299.5440 
 

  rich.duysen@cityofmoorhead.com  tjohnson@ci.woodbury.mn.us  

MN Association of Townships 
 Member Alternate Member 

Jim Fisher Gary Burdorf 

9365 Oxbow Road 42351 206th Street 

Zim, MN 55738 Arlington, MN 55307 

218.744.1132 H  218.750.1687 C 
 jrfish@live.com gburdorf@gmail.com  

  Insurance Federation of MN 
 Member Alternate Member 

Mark Kulda Bob Johnson 

15490 101st Ave North #300 15490 101st Ave North #300 

Maple Grove, MN 55369 Maple Grove, MN 55369 

651.303.8904 651.303.8902 

mkulda@insurancemn.org  bjohnson@insurancemn.org  

  Mpls. Building Owners & Managers Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Kevin Stewart Kevin Lewis 

332 Minnesota St. N205 121 South 8th Street #610 

St. Paul, MN  55101 Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612-388-7852 612.338.8627 

kevin.stewart@usa.g4s.com kl@bomampls.org  

  MN Fair Plan 
 Member Alternate Member 

Gary Rupp Dan Johnson 

1128 Harmon Pl., Suite #311 1128 Hamon Pl. Suite #311 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612.338.7584 ext. 472 612.338.7584 ext 470 

garyr@mnfairplan.org  danj@mnfairplan.org  

  Regions Hospital Burn Center 
 Member Alternate Member 

William J Mohr, MD Mark Johnston 

640 Jackson Street 640 Jackson St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101-2595 St. Paul, MN  55101 

651.254.3015 651-214-0591 

william.j.mohr@healthpartners.com  Mark.j.johnston@healthpartners.com 

  

  

  

  

mailto:rich.duysen@cityofmoorhead.com
mailto:tjohnson@ci.woodbury.mn.us
mailto:gburdorf@gmail.com
mailto:mkulda@insurancemn.org
mailto:bjohnson@insurancemn.org
mailto:kl@bomampls.org
mailto:garyr@mnfairplan.org
mailto:danj@mnfairplan.org
mailto:william.j.mohr@healthpartners.com
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MN Society of American Institute of Architects 
 Member Alternate Member 

Scott Anderson Gerhard Guth 

250 South 4th Street, Room 300 420 5th Street North - Suite 100 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 Minneapolis, MN  55401-2338 

612-673-2631 612.758.4558 
c.scott.anderson@minneapolismn.gov  GGuth@hga.com  

  RAM Mutual Insurance Company 
 Member Alternate Member 

Colin Emans Bert Tellers 

 6672 145th Alcove N 1701 Lakeridge Way 

 Hugo, MN  55038 Waconia, MN 55387 

612-384-0583 612-756-0613 

cemans@rammutual.com  brt13@embarqmail.com  

  MN Chapter - National Fire Sprinkler Association 

 Member Alternate Member 

Peg Bohn Ray Bohn 

540 Diffley Road 540 Diffley Road 

Eagan, MN 55123 Eagan, MN 55123 

(651) 452-8506 (651) 452-8506 

pegbohn@gmail.com raybohnmga@aol.com  

  

  Ex-Officio State Agency Members 
 

  Department of Natural Resources 
 Larry Himanga Linda Gormanson 

500 Lafayette Road 500 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, MN 55155-4044 St. Paul, MN 55155-4044 

651-259-5277 651-259-5288 

Larry.himanga@state.mn.us Linda.gormanson@state.mn.us 

  Department of Labor & Industry - Construction Codes & Licensing Division 

Scott McLellan Scott McKown 

443 Lafayette Road 443 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, MN 55155-4341 St. Paul, MN 55155-4341 

651.284.5869 651-284-5893 

scott.mclellan@state.mn.us  Scott.mckown@state.mn.us 

  MnSCU - Public Safety & Compliance 
 Don Beckering 
 30 7th Street East, Suite 350 
 St. Paul, MN 55101-7804 
 651.201.1790 
 don.beckering@so.mnscu.edu  

 

  

  

  

  

mailto:c.scott.anderson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:GGuth@hga.com
mailto:cemans@rammutual.com
mailto:brt13@embarqmail.com
mailto:raybohnmga@aol.com
mailto:scott.mclellan@state.mn.us
mailto:don.beckering@so.mnscu.edu
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Department of Public Safety - Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division 

Joe Kelly 
  445 Minnesota St. #223 445 Minnesota Street, #223 

St. Paul, MN 55101-5223 St. Paul, MN 55101-5223 

651.201.7404 651.201.7405 

joseph.kelly@state.mn.us  

 

  Department of Public Safety - State Fire Marshal Division 

Bruce West Jim Smith 

444 Minnesota Street, Suite 145 444 Minnesota St., Suite 145 

St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 St. Paul, MN  55101 

651.201.7201 651.201.7202 

Bruce.West@state.mn.us  James.g.smith@state.mn.us 

  MN Board of Firefighter Training & Education 
 Steve Flaherty Jim Fisher 

444 Cedar Street, Suite 146 9365 Oxbow Road 

St. Paul, MN 55101-5146 Zim, MN 55738 

Steve.flaherty@state.mn.us  218.744.1132 H  218.750.1687 C 

 
jrfish@live.com  

   

 

Last Updated:  Sept. 23, 2015 

 

 

mailto:joseph.kelly@state.mn.us
mailto:Bruce.West@state.mn.us
mailto:Steve.flaherty@state.mn.us
mailto:jrfish@live.com

