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HISTORY 
 
In 1969 legislation was passed creating a state advisory council on fire service education and 
research. The council was provided with funding and was to report back to the legislature. After 
three reports were presented, this council was scheduled to expire. Encouraged by strong fire 
service and public support, an effort was launched in the 1976 session to reinstate the council.  
On May 6, 1976 the Governor issued Executive Order No. 126 creating an Advisory Committee 
on Fire Service Education. That Executive Order remained effective through December 31, 1978 
when Executive Order No. 187 on December 15, 1978 created the Governor’s Council on Fire 
Prevention & Control.  
 
The Council continues to operate under Executive Order No. 11-08, signed by Governor Mark 
Dayton on April 4, 2011. In 1992 the Council began reporting directly to the Commissioner of 
the Department of Public Safety. The Council annually meets with the Commissioner to deliver 
its Annual Report. 
 
MISSION 
 
The mission of the Council is to: 
• Provide a focal point for the exchange of information. 
• Develop the best possible fire education, protection, and prevention services for the people of 

Minnesota. 
• Coordinate the delivery of this information.  
 
CONTACT 
 
The State Fire Marshal Division provides the official contact point for the Council. 
Minnesota State Fire Marshal 
445 Minnesota Street, Suite #145 
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 
(651) 201-7200 
 
The Council website is hosted on the Division website and contains membership listings, 
agendas, meeting minutes, position papers, annual reports, etc. 
 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/programs-services/Pages/Governors-Council-on-Fire-

Prevention.aspx 
  

  

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/programs-services/Pages/Governors-Council-on-Fire-Prevention.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/programs-services/Pages/Governors-Council-on-Fire-Prevention.aspx
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Council consists of fifteen members appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety, in 
addition to several ex-officio state agency representatives. The member organizations represented 
include those directly involved in the fire safety profession as well as those affected by fire safety 
activities or regulations. 
 
6 - Representatives of Fire Prevention and Control Occupations 
• Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota   
• MN Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators 
• MN Chapter of Society of Fire Protection Engineers 
• Minnesota Professional Fire Fighters 
• Minnesota State Fire Chiefs Association 
• Minnesota State Fire Department Association 
 
1 - Representative of Organization Teaching Fire Prevention and Control 
• Region’s Hospital - Burn Center 
 
2 - Representatives of State and Local Government 
• League of Minnesota Cities 
• Minnesota Association of Townships 
 
6 - Representatives of Other Organizations Actively Involved In Fire Prevention  

and Control 
• Insurance Federation of Minnesota 
• Minneapolis Building Owners & Managers Association 
• Minnesota FAIR Plan 
• MN Chapter of American Institute of Architects 
• MN Chapter of National Fire Sprinkler Association 
• RAM Mutual Insurance Company 
 
6 - Ex-Officio Representatives of State Agencies 
• Department of Public Safety/State Fire Marshal Division 
• Department of Public Safety/ Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division 
• Department of Natural Resources 
• Minnesota State Colleges and Universities – Public Safety & Compliance 
• Department of Labor & Industry/Construction Codes & Licensing Division 
• Minnesota Board of Firefighter Training & Education 
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2012 Accomplishments: 

(2012 Goal #1) A White Paper was developed by Council members on “The Use of New 
Technology in Fire Prevention and Firefighting”. The White Paper is on the Council website.  
The paper discusses the changes in technology and materials that impact fire safety such as 
improved design, more sophisticated remote sensing, more accurate automated response, robotics 
and nanotechnology, environmental monitoring, advanced communications and more.  A 
discussion was initiated asking the question – How can public policy makers justify the cost of 
new technology? - that resulted in the creation of a task group to develop the White Paper.   

(2012 Goal #2) A thorough review of Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the State Fair was 
undertaken by both the Fair Committee and Council members. This included an interesting 
discussion by the committee with State Fair representatives, who underscored the need for all of 
our exhibitors to be interactive with the crowds.  They also support the fire prevention message, 
but suggest more “entertainment” be used. 

(2012 Goal #3) The development of a Council Marketing Plan suffered some starts and stops due 
to conflicts in scheduling by our outside facilitator. This goal will be continued in 2013. 

(2012 Goal #4) This goal was to review new issues in fire prevention.  The subject matter of 
interest to Council members is so broad that it has been difficult to meet everyone’s need for 
more education on these topics. A year-long schedule of educational topics was developed and 
will be implemented in 2013. 

(2012 Goal #5) The Council again played host to the 2012 Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the 
State Fair. Over 800 volunteers provided the support needed to pull off this monumental effort.  
Council members and Fair Committee members played host to over 100,000 attendees, hoping to 
instill more fire safety awareness in everyone they spoke to that day. 

Region’s Hospital Burn Center was unanimously approved for membership in the Council after 
their request to join.  Region’s Burn Center has been at the forefront of burn injury treatments 
and prevention for many years.  This new member replaced the Hennepin County Burn Center 
after they dropped their membership. 

Members of the Council supported the fund-raising and publicity efforts of the Firefighter 
Memorial on the grounds of the State Capitol. This project was organized by the MN Fire 
Service Foundation. Council members visited the Memorial just prior to dedication, and many 
attended the September 30th ceremony. 

Council members received a presentation and much information on the residential sprinkler 
issue. The Department of Labor & Industry proposes to implement requirements for sprinklers in 
newly built townhomes and large single family dwellings. Members monitored legislative efforts 
by some to prevent this from happening. 
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Home Fire Safety Inspections is a topic endorsed by the Council. The Governor’s Fire Prevention 
Day at the State Fair highlighted this concept, and members will seek out other ways to get more 
fire service involvement in this effort. 

Council members received updates on the progress of the Shared Fire & Rescue Services grant 
program – both 1st Round and 2nd Round projects. $200,000 was available in each round for 
grants to two or more fire departments that were willing to hire a consultant to conduct a 
feasibility study on possible efficiencies in their operations. 

Assistant Commissioner Mark Dunaski attended meetings and discussed the support that 
Commissioner Mona Dohman and he have for the efforts of the Council. 

Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division Branch Director Bill Chandler provided 
updates on various threats including break-ins at water treatment plants and the use of 
improvised explosive devices.  He and Assistant Commissioner Dunaski briefed the Council on 
the purpose and status of the MN Joint Analysis Center. 

The Council’s Executive Committee met with Commissioner Mona Dohman to deliver the 
Council’s 2011 Annual Report.  Commissioner Dohman pledged continued support from the 
Department of Public Safety towards the Council’s good work. 

Member’s discussed the vetoes by Governor Mark Dayton of the fireworks expansion bill and the 
bill to prevent residential sprinklers. The veto letters indicated tremendous support for fire safety 
and firefighter safety. 

Council meetings were held at various locations around the metro, plus our annual meeting trip 
to St. Cloud to attend the annual conference of the MN Chapter of the International Association 
of Arson Investigators.  MN IAAI hosts the Council annually for this meeting. 

A representative of the Department of Labor & Industry gave an update on the progress of 
adopting new building and fire codes.  This is a very time-consuming process where many codes 
need to be adopted at the same time due to the cross-over of issues. Due process requires many 
meetings to hear all sides of the issues before the various committees finalize their 
recommendations.  New codes will likely go into effect in spring 2014. 

Vice-Chairman Mark Kulda from the Insurance Federation of MN reported on an insurance 
summit that he attended, in which the subject of arson for profit was discussed.  Mark reported 
that a new effort at the Commerce Department’s Insurance Fraud Division is raising the level of 
visibility of insurance fraud. 
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2013 Goals: 
 

 Review and revise as necessary the Council’s Mission Statement and supporting 
statements.  Make adjustments as necessary to the priorities and programs of the year 
based on the analysis done, to include a draft plan of marketing the council to our 
stakeholders. 

 
 Continue to support and participate in the 2013 version of Governor’s Fire Prevention 

Day at the State Fair by greeting the hundreds of volunteers at the registration tent, 
participating in the Flag Raising & Firefighter Recognition event, and visiting the various 
exhibits and demonstrations to thank the participants. 

 
 Monitor and participate as appropriate, as individual agencies/associations, in the 

development of the 2013/2014 State Building and Fire Codes.  Monitor any proposed 
legislative activity in this area also. 

 
 Conduct a review of Council memberships to determine if any of the target areas of fire 

prevention are missing, based on our current history of fire fatalities, fire injuries, and 
property damage experiences. 
 

 Continue to work on the development of our Council Marketing Plan in response to our 
new mission statement and overarching goals established in our strategic planning 
session. 
 

 Provide educational opportunities for the broad-based membership and representation of 
the Council relative to new issues in fire prevention and protection.   
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Governor's Council on Fire Prevention and Control 
Bylaws 

 
 
Article I – Memberships 
Section 1 A Council member shall be a duly appointed representative or alternate of a state-wide 
member organization or interest group appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety and that agrees to 
abide by the bylaws and the Governor's orders.  
 
Section 2 An organization's membership may be terminated as provided herein.  All memberships 
that have been terminated have a right to petition for review within thirty (30) days.  The Chairperson 
shall appoint three (3) voting members and one (1) ex-officio member to review the circumstances 
leading to the termination of the membership and report to the Council prior to a final vote on the filling 
of the vacancy. 
 
Section 3 Members of the Council shall determine the number of members and shall nominate 
member organizations to this council.  Nominations shall be confirmed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority 
vote of all Council members by written ballot.  The organization(s) chosen must be approved and 
appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety.   
 
 
Article II - Meetings 
Section 1 The regularly scheduled meeting shall be on the fourth Wednesday of every odd month. 
 
Section 2 The Chairperson, or a majority of the members of the Council, may call for a special 
meeting at any time.  There must be reasonable notice, either by mail or telephone, of such meeting given 
to every member (both ex-officio and voting members).  The notice shall state the purpose of such 
meeting. 
 
Section 3 A simple majority of all voting members in good standing shall constitute a quorum.  A 
member is not in good standing if the organization's representative has allowed the organizations' 
membership to terminate or the director of the organization has expressed a desire to terminate the 
organization's service to the Council. 
 
Section 4a At all regular meetings of the Council, the following shall be the order of business:  

1.  Roll call and declaration of quorum. 
2.  Minutes of the preceding meeting and actions thereon. 
3.  Reports of officers and committees. 
4.  Unfinished business. 
5.  New Business. 

 
Section 4b At all special meetings the following shall be the order of business: 

1.  Roll Call and declaration of quorum. 
2.  Reports of officers and committees concerning the purpose for which the meeting is called. 
3.  Discussion on the purpose for which the meeting is called. 

 
Section 5 All agenda items shall be prepared by the Chairperson or any person appointed by the 
Chairperson.  If a member desires to have an issue placed on the agenda, that member shall give twenty 
(20) days notice, either by mail or telephone, prior to the meeting, to the Chairperson.  The notice shall 
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state the topic to be placed on the agenda. 
 
 
Article III - Officers 
Section 1 The officers of the Council shall be Chairperson, Vice-chairperson and Secretary. 
 
Section 2 The Chairperson, or in his or her absence, the Vice-chairperson, shall preside over all 
meetings of the Council.  In the event both are absent, a temporary presiding officer shall be elected 
among the members present.  The Chairperson shall appoint the Secretary and all special committees, 
unless otherwise provided herein.  The Chairperson shall exercise a general supervision over all affairs of 
the Council and shall perform the duties incident to his/her office. The Chairperson cannot be a voting 
member of a special committee appointed by him/her, unless otherwise provided herein.  The 
Chairperson shall be the ex-officio member of all committees unless otherwise provided herein.  The 
Chairperson will not be counted in determining a quorum in such special committee meetings. 
 
Section 3 The Vice-chairperson, in the absence of the Chairperson, shall perform all duties of the 
Chairperson and, in so acting, shall have all the powers of, and be subject to, all the restrictions on the 
Chairperson. 
 
Section 4 The Secretary shall be appointed by the Chairperson.  The Secretary shall be responsible 
for reviewing and distributing all correspondence.  The Secretary shall keep membership records 
containing the names of the representatives and the addresses of each organization that is a member of 
the Council.  He/she shall keep all documents relative to the Council's operation.  In the event that the 
Council receives any funds, the Secretary shall act as treasurer.  
 
Section 5 The Chairperson and the Vice-chairperson shall be elected bi-annually to a two (2) year 
term.  The members holding the office of Chairperson and Vice-chairperson shall be voting members in 
good standing.  The Secretary is appointed by the Chairperson to a two year term. 
 
Section 6  The officers shall hold office until their successors are elected or, in the case of the 
Secretary, appointed.   
 
Section 7 Upon a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of all council members, any officer can be 
removed from that office. 
 
 
Article IV - Attendance 
Section 1  Any member of the Council who is absent from 2 consecutive regularly scheduled 
meetings shall receive a notice that indicates their membership may be terminated if their attendance 
does not improve. 
 
Section 2 Any member of the Council who is absent from 3 or more consecutive regularly 
scheduled meetings may be terminated. 
 
 
Article V - Voting 
Section 1 Each member of the Council shall receive one (1) vote. 
 
Section 2 Ex-officio members do not have voting privileges. 
 
Section 3 Proxy voting shall be prohibited.  US Mail or electronic (email) voting is permitted. The 
vote should be sent to the Chairperson one (1) week prior to the scheduled meeting. 
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Section 4  All administrative resolutions shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote and be 
consistent with the amendment provisions of these bylaws. 
 
 
Article VI - Committees 
Section 1 All committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson unless provided herein. 
 
Section 2 There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the Chairperson, Vice-chairperson, 
Secretary and two (2) other members elected by the council. The immediate Past-Chairperson also serves 
on the Committee as a non-voting member, during the time the individual remains on the Council as a 
member. The Chairperson of the Council shall be the Chairperson of the Executive Committee, not 
withstanding any provision in these bylaws to the contrary.  The Executive Committee shall advise and 
assist the Chairperson on determining agenda items and the direction of the Council.  The Executive 
Committee shall also evaluate proposed changes to these bylaws.  The Executive Committee shall not act 
on any policy, position, or opinion without authority of the Council. 
 
Section 3 Committees of Council may be formed to consider and report on subjects requiring 
special study.  These committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson unless a motion to the contrary is 
passed by an affirmative majority vote.  In the event such a motion is passed, the members of the special 
committee shall be nominated and elected by the council.  The number of committee seats to be filled 
shall be determined by the Chairperson of the Council. 
 
 
Article VII - Amendments to Bylaws 
Section 1 Any member may propose an amendment to these bylaws provided such a proposal is 
submitted to the Chairperson sixty (60) days prior to any meeting. 
 
Section 2 All proposed amendments shall be reviewed by the Executive Committee and submitted 
to the entire membership at least sixty days prior to being placed on the agenda for approval. 
 
Section 3 Proposed bylaws amendments must be passed by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote at 
any regularly scheduled meeting. 
 

 
 
 

Approved unanimously January 28, 2004  
 at a regular meeting of the  

Governors Council on Fire Prevention and Control 
 

Amended Article IV Attendance 
January 23, 2008 

 
Amended Article VI, Section 2 – added Past Chair 

November 25, 2009 
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Governor's Council on Fire Prevention & Control 

Member Roster 

  Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota 
Member Alternate Member 
Jeffrey Schadegg Lisa Douglas 
8150 Barbara Avenue P.O. Box 1180 - 12800 Arbor Lakes Parkway 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 Maple Grove MN 55311 
651.450.2547 763.494.6094 
jschadegg@invergroveheights.org ldouglas@ci.maple-grove.mn.us 

  MN Chapter - International Association of Arson Investigators 
Member Alternate Member 
Michael Tremain Crawford Wiestling 
1285 Northland Drive 

 Mendota Heights, MN 55120-1139 
 651.365.9245 612.867.7993 

michael.tremain.c3tv@statefarm.com ilc@fishnet.com 

  MN Chapter - Society of Fire Protection Engineers 
 Member Alternate Member 

Scott Futrell Philip M. Awker, Jr. 
8860 Jefferson Highway 8860 Jefferson Highway 
Osseo, MN 55369-1500 Osseo, MN 55369-1500 
763.425.1001 763.425.1001 
scottf@ffcdi.com phila@ffcdi.com 

  MN Professional Fire Fighters 
 Member Alternate Member 

Tom Thornberg Ted Vanderbeek 
8100 Wayzata Boulevard 8100 Wayzata Boulevard 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426-1338 St. Louis Park, MN 55426-1338 
612.290.8015 651.492.5362 
pres@mpff.org s-t@mpff.org 

  MN State Fire Chiefs Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Tom Brace Randy Polzin 
1433 Idaho Avenue West 301 Centennial 
St. Paul, MN 55108 Isanti, MN 55040 
800.743.0911 763-444-7335 
trbrace@comcast.net randy@metalcoatingsandmfg.com 

  MN State Fire Department Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Dennis Stark Shane Schmidt 
302 Fillmore Street PO Box 876 
Alexandria, MN 56308 Alexandria, MN 56308 
320.763.6489 320.763.7550 
dstark@rea-alp.com shanes@protainer.com 

mailto:jschadegg@invergroveheights.org
mailto:ldouglas@ci.maple-grove.mn.us
mailto:michael.tremain.c3tv@statefarm.com
mailto:ilc@fishnet.com
mailto:scottf@ffcdi.com
mailto:phila@ffcdi.com
mailto:pres@mpff.org
mailto:s-t@mpff.org
mailto:trbrace@comcast.net
mailto:randy@metalcoatingsandmfg.com
mailto:dstark@rea-alp.com
mailto:shanes@protainer.com
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League of MN Cities 

 Member Alternate Member 
Terrie Trudeau Anne Finn 
335 Burns Avenue 145 University Avenue West 
Center City, MN 55012 St. Paul, MN 55103 
651.257.5284 651.281.1263 
ttrudeau@centercitymn.us afinn@lmc.org 

  MN Association of Townships 
 Member Alternate Member 

Jim Fisher Gary Burdorf 
9365 Oxbow Road 42351 206th Street 
Zim, MN 55738 Arlington, MN 55307 
218.744.1132 H  218.750.1687 C 

 jfisher@rangenet.com gburdorf@gmail.com 

  Insurance Federation of MN 
 Member Alternate Member 

Mark Kulda Bob Johnson 
15490 101st Ave North #300 15490 101st Ave North #300 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 Maple Grove, MN 55369 
651.303.8904 651.303.8902 
mkulda@insurancemn.org bjohnson@insurancemn.org 

  Mpls. Building Owners & Managers Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Ted Zwieg Kevin Lewis 
33 South 6th Street, Suite #4640 121 South 8th Street #610 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 Minneapolis, MN 55402 
612.372.1540 612.338.8627 
tzwieg@brookfieldproperties.com kl@bomampls.org 

  MN Fair Plan 
 Member Alternate Member 

Gary Rupp Dan Johnson 
1201 Marquette Ave, Suite #310 1201 Marquette Ave, Suite #310 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612.338.7584 ext. 472 612.338.7584 ext 470 
garyr@mnfairplan.org danj@mnfairplan.org 

  Regions Hospital Burn Center 
 Member Alternate Member 

William J Mohr, MD 
 640 Jackson Street 
 St. Paul, MN 55101-2595 
 

  william.j.mohr@healthpartners.com 

 
  
  
  
  

mailto:ttrudeau@centercitymn.us
mailto:afinn@lmc.org
mailto:jfisher@rangenet.com
mailto:gburdorf@gmail.com
mailto:mkulda@insurancemn.org
mailto:bjohnson@insurancemn.org
mailto:tzwieg@brookfieldproperties.com
mailto:kl@bomampls.org
mailto:garyr@mnfairplan.org
mailto:danj@mnfairplan.org
mailto:william.j.mohr@healthpartners.com
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MN Society of American Institute of Architects 

 Member Alternate Member 
Scott Anderson Gerhard Guth 
250 South 4th Street, Room 300 420 5th Street North - Suite 100 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 Minneapolis, MN  55401-2338 
612-673-2631 612.758.4558 
c.scott.anderson@minneapolismn.gov GGuth@hga.com 

  RAM Mutual Insurance Company 
 Member Alternate Member 

Colin Emans Bert Tellers 
4881 Birch Lake Circle 1701 Lakeridge Way 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 Waconia, MN 55387 
612-384-0583 612-756-0613 
cemans@rammutual.com brt13@embarqmail.com 

  MN Chapter - National Fire Sprinkler Association 
 Member Alternate Member 

Peg Bohn Ray Bohn 
540 Diffley Road 540 Diffley Road 
Eagan, MN 55123 Eagan, MN 55123 
(651) 452-8506 (651) 452-8506 
pegbohn@aol.com raybohn@aol.com 

  
  Ex-Officio State Agency Members 

 
  Department of Natural Resources 

 Steve Simmer Larry Himanga 
500 Lafayette Road 500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4044 St. Paul, MN 55155-4044 
651.259.5288 651.259.5277 
steve.simmer@state.mn.us larry.himanga@state.mn.us 

  Department of Labor & Industry - Construction Codes & Licensing Division 
Scott McLellan Jim Lungstrom 
443 Lafayette Road 443 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4341 St. Paul, MN 55155-4341 
651.284.5869 651-284-5879 
scott.mclellan@state.mn.us jim.lungstrom@state.mn.us 

  MnSCU - Public Safety & Compliance 
 Don Beckering 
 30 7th Street East, Suite 350 
 St. Paul, MN 55101-7804 
 651.201.1790 
 don.beckering@so.mnscu.edu 

 
  
  
  
  

mailto:c.scott.anderson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:GGuth@hga.com
mailto:cemans@rammutual.com
mailto:brt13@embarqmail.com
mailto:pegbohn@aol.com
mailto:raybohn@aol.com
mailto:steve.simmer@state.mn.us
mailto:larry.himanga@state.mn.us
mailto:scott.mclellan@state.mn.us
mailto:don.beckering@so.mnscu.edu
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Department of Public Safety - Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division 
Kris Eide Joe Kelly 
444 Cedar Street, Suite 223 445 Minnesota Street, #223 
St. Paul, MN 55101-5223 St. Paul, MN 55101-5223 
651.201.7404 651.201.7405 
kris.eide@state.mn.us joseph.kelly@state.mn.us 

  Department of Public Safety - State Fire Marshal Division 
Jerry Rosendahl Bob Dahm 
444 Cedar Street, Suite 145 444 Cedar Street, Suite 145 
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 
651.201.7201 651.201.7202 
Jerry.Rosendahl@state.mn.us Robert.Dahm@state.mn.us 

  MN Board of Firefighter Training & Education 
 Bruce West Jim Fisher 

444 Cedar Street, Suite 146 9365 Oxbow Road 
St. Paul, MN 55101 Zim, MN 55738 
651.201.7258 218.744.1132 H  218.750.1687 C 
Bruce.West@state.mn.us jrfish@live.com 

   

mailto:kris.eide@state.mn.us
mailto:joseph.kelly@state.mn.us
mailto:Jerry.Rosendahl@state.mn.us
mailto:Robert.Dahm@state.mn.us
mailto:Bruce.West@state.mn.us
mailto:jrfish@live.com
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