
Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention & Control 

March 28, 2012 – Holiday Inn & Suites, St. Cloud MN 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00am and a welcome was given by Chairperson Brace & 
introductions of all members and alternates in attendance were given.  Mention of the excused 
absences was made.  A quorum is present.  All member organizations are either present or were 
excused. 

Thanks to MN IAAI for hosting our meeting. 

Assistant Commissioner Mark Dunaski commented on the interest in fire prevention and control issues 
by the Department of Public Safety, both Commissioner Mona Dohman and himself. 

Motion was made by Zwieg/Tellers to approve the minutes as emailed.  Motion carried. 

Tom Brace commented on the Firefighter Memorial Statue “move” from the Airport Terminal to a 
foundry for upgrading for exterior use at the Capitol Grounds.  This is happening today.  The Firefighter 
Dedication Ceremony and Memorial Service will occur on the State Capitol grounds at 2pm on Sunday, 
September 30th. 

Chairman Brace commented on the HCMC Burn Center membership issue.  The council had voted to 
remove them.  Email contact was made by Doc John Twomey, a former active member, about the issue.  
Both Secretary Rosendahl and Chairman Brace explained the issue to him. 

Chairman Brace also commented on the issue of the Hennepin County Sheriff’s motor home being 
present at the State Fair Day, mixed in with fire displays.  The State Fair has dealt with this issue and it 
will not be present this year. 

Vice Chairman Mark Kulda reported on the number of State Legislators who will not be returning next 
session – some from retirements and some because of the new districts and some who will be beaten in 
the elections.  The Fire Safety Account bill’s status was discussed – a hearing in House Ways & Means is 
scheduled for tomorrow.  Much action has been ongoing to get this bill approved. 

Secretary Rosendahl distributed a copy of the Governor’s Executive Order that continued the Council in 
operations as well as a sample certificate of recognition that could be used to recognize members for 
extra efforts. 

Bert Tellers introduced Colin Emans, who becomes the primary member representing RAM Mutual 
Insurance Company in his place.  Bert will become the alternate.  Colin is a firefighter with White Bear 
Lake FD and his Dad is the Fire Chief of Hutchinson.  He is a fire investigator for RAM. 

Chairman Brace opened discussion on legislative issues.  A fireworks bill was discussed.  Bill Chandler 
mentioned an uptick in use of improvised explosive devices using fireworks. It was also noted that 
fireworks also violates many community public nuisance/noise ordinances.  There is a bill that makes the 
State Fire Service Pipe Band the official state pipe band.  There have been several versions of bills that 



place a moratorium on rulemaking by state agencies, but with the policy deadlines being passed, 
passage is unlikely.  Red lights on antique public safety vehicles will be allowed under a bill in an 
omnibus policy bill.  The bill to build a new State EOC did not pass.  Assistant Commissioner Dunaski 
explained the status of the MN Joint Analysis Center – the federal funding is running out to support this 
function and there is currently no state funding for this.  There was also a bill dealing with unreimbursed 
EMS expenses on highway responses. 

Bill Chandler discussed the soon to be open Emergency Management Training Center at Camp Ripley.  
There will be a grand opening on April 11th from 1 – 3pm, council members are welcome to attend.  
Lodging and food service on camp has been improved.  This is a state of the art facility for training and 
exercises.  A driving facility for training is also being developed by State Patrol. 

Terrie Trudeau displayed several versions of shirts with the GCFPC logo on them.  Discussed having a 
standard color but allowing the member to purchase the style of shirt they desired.  A vote determined 
that the color will be tan.  Terrie will develop an order form to be sent out.  The goal is to have everyone 
wearing the council shirt at the State Fair. 

Ted Zwieg thanked Jeff Schadegg and Michael Tremain for their role in the MN IAAI hosting our meeting.  
He also mentioned a contact he has with the Leo Daly firm that is working on the Firefighter Memorial.  
He then discussed the council goal of developing a Marketing Plan.  He is willing to bring in a person 
from Brookfield Properties to review/update our mission statement at our next meeting.  He is still 
working on getting a meeting with State Fair executives.  Tom will check into updating the video that 
was produced several years ago for the Fair.  Ted has also met with the new leaders of the Minneapolis 
FD and Regulatory Services and has told them about the council.   

Chairman Brace updated members on the State Fair committee activities.  The activities of the Fire 
Explorer’s section of the State Fair Day were discussed, including some lack of leadership by the 
Scouting Council to coordinate the set up of the day. 

The 2011 Annual Report was previously distributed to members.  The meeting with the Commissioner’s 
Office and the Council Executive Committee is scheduled for April 12.  A motion was made by 
Schadegg/Trudeau to approve the annual report.  The motion was carried. 

The 2012 goals of the council were reviewed to determine who will take the lead in seeing that the goal 
is worked on.  New Technologies – Mark Kulda & Bruce West, State Fair Review – Peg Bohn, Bill 
Chandler & Tom Brace, Council Marketing Plan – Ted Zwieg, Tom Brace & Mark Kulda, Educational 
Programs – Scott McClellan & Jerry Rosendahl, State Fair Day – all. 

Tom Brace discussed the concept of Home Safety Inspections and the desire to include this type of 
booth at the State Fair.  He will take this to the Fair Committee.  Jeff Schadegg also brought up the idea 
of developing a “Council model” of this concept that could be utilized statewide. 

Association reports were given by the members present. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:45am. 



Respectfully submitted by Jerry Rosendahl, Secretary 


