
Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention and Control 

May 25, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Location:  State of Minnesota Emergency Operations Center, St. Paul, MN 

Attendees:  Kip LaMotte (FMAM), Vance Swisher (IAAI), Dennis Stark (MSFDA), Marlene Evenson (AIA-
Mn), Terrie Trudeau (LMC/Center City), Bruce West (HSEM), Scott McLellan (DOLI), Gary Rupp (FAIR 
Plan), Steve Simmer (DNR), Jim Fisher (MAT), Tom Thornberg (MPFF), Bert Tellers (RAM), Peg Bohn 
(NSFA, MN), Phil Awker (SFPE, Mn), Vice Chair Mark Kulda (IFM), Chair Tom Brace (MSFCA), Secretary 
Jerry Rosendahl (SFM).   

Excused Absences:  Ted Zweig (BOMA), Frank Langer (MnSCU). 

Meeting called to order by Chair Tom Brace at 9:03.  A quorum was present. 

Overview of HSEM EOC:  Bruce West, HSEM, gave a brief overview of the location and how it basically 
operates.  It was also announced that Bruce West of HSEM was resigning to take the position of 
Executive Director of the Minnesota Board of Firefighter Training and Education.  It was also announced 
that the Board will likely be moving the Board’s location from Elk River to a more central location. 

It was noted that there were several excused absences.  Ted Zweig of BOMA and Frank Langer of MnSCU 
both had schedule conflicts with both the primary and alternate member. 

It was noted the March meeting was cancelled due to weather.  Chair Brace noted there was a large 
amount of business to conduct. 

Minutes o f January 26, 2011 meeting:  It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the 
January meeting of Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention and Control.  Tom Thornberg made the 
motion and it was seconded by Jim Fisher. 

It was noted that at 10:15 am the Council will be visited by Nyle Zikmund for a legislative update. 

Chairman Brace announced that Governor’s Council was renewed by Executive Order by Governor 
Dayton.  It was also noted that all current members have been reappointed.  There were two members 
who have not yet received their nomination certificates.  It was determined that they could still be out 
in the mail.  It was asked that if they do not arrive within the next few days to contact Chairman Brace 
for a follow-up. 

State Fair Update:  It was noted that planning is continuing for the State Fair event.  Chair Brace noted 
that it is important to have a strong turnout at the event.  He noted Commissioner Dohman already has 
the event on her calendar.  He also noted that Governor Dayton has been asked to attend as well.  It was 
noted that it would be important for certain organizations to continue their involvement. 

Shirts Issue:  The shirts used for the Council are no longer available and the last five stock of shirts have 
been purchased and embroidered and can be issued. 



Vice President’s Report:   Vice President Mark Kulda noted that Fire Marshal Jerry Rosendahl has been 
elected President of the National Association of State Fire Marshals.  He also noted that he had been 
invited by the MinnDakota Agribusiness Council to speak on the White Paper on Exemptions for 
Agricultural Buildings. 

Secretary’s Report:  It was noted a volunteer firefighter from Cambridge was killed in a training accident 
in Cambridge when he fell at the end of training on Monday night.  Firefighter Chip Imker’s family 
donated his organs so that others could be helped.   SFM Rosendahl noted that the SFM’s office is not 
required to provide an analysis of the in-service firefighter death.  He noted that his office had a 
proposal to provide such analyses in such cases but it was not pursued under the former administration.  
Secretary Rosendahl noted his office would again pursue giving his office the ability to formally 
investigate and analyze such line of duty deaths to help prevent them in the future.  Dennis Stark noted 
that this Council should support the effort. 

Association and Agency Reports: 

MSFDA.  Dennis Stark noted State Conference would be June 2-4 in Detroit Lakes.  One topic would be 
social networking policy and keeping sensitive topics under control.   

FMAM.  Kip LaMotte noted FMAM will present Annual Report at their June meeting, which will highlight 
training.  June will feature smoke control seminar.  They will work on ICC training conference later this 
year.  Inspectors’ class for Class IV materials is being worked on.  Peg Bohn congratulated FMAM for an 
excellent seminar on ‘hoarding’. 

MPFF.  An update on the 20/20 program was given.  It was noted that the Fire Chiefs will likely help 
support the effort as well.  It was also noted that Joint Council continues to meet with MPFF on regular 
issues.  It was noted that they are working on a template to more consistently apply the response to an 
on duty death.   The Fire Service Foundation provides scholarships to fallen firefighters’ children.   The 
Foundation also plans to erect a fallen firefighter memorial at the State Capitol grounds and is working 
on the plan for fundraising.  The plan would be to break ground by this August with the approval of the 
Capitol Grounds Board.  He noted very good attendance at the Fire Service Day at the Capitol.   MPFF 
had state convention in Mankato in early May. 

www.mnprideandhonor.com is a website that will show a matrix with the results of what items should 
be provided in the event of a firefighter death.  Members were invited to visit the site.  

The meeting recessed at 10:09 a.m. 

The meeting came back to order at 10:18. 

Legislative Update:  Nyle Zykmund, co-chair of MnFAC, provided a Legislative update.   

Bills to allow immunity for donated fire equipment and for municipalities to buy used equipment 
without three bids passed.  A bill to repeal the prohibition on the use of red lights on antique public 
safety vehicles did not pass. 

http://www.mnprideandhonor.com/�


The Fire Sprinkler Bill status was provided.  There’s a strong chance the bill will be vetoed. 

The FSAC budget was discussed.  The budget was not adopted so the issue is still in flux.  Details were 
given on what was done to help preserve the Account’s fund.   There may need to be a compromise to 
give up some of the money in exchange for a standing appropriation.  The media/public affairs campaign 
was highlighted and its success was noted.   

Revert to Association Reports. 

SFPE.   The group is having its last meeting of the season tonight.   

FAIR Plan.  Gave an update on the tornado damage and insurance in North Minneapolis.   

LMC.  Department of Commerce has put out news release on disaster recovery issues. 

SFM.  New Fire Investigator for NE Minnesota started today.   

DOLI.  Gave an update on new law on skylight code changes for structural integrity.  It was noted that 
there are provisions in place to continue code adoption after a possible government shutdown. 

IFM.  Rochester will now be getting extra money for firefighter relief fund due to the city’s attainment of 
City of the First Class status. 

It was noted that the Council will be updated on breaking legislative events in the coming days and 
months as they occur. 

New Business.  Meeting location:  Bruce West will check with Pat Boone to see if the next meeting can 
be at Camp Ripley near Little Falls. 

Flood/Tornado Response Update:   HSEM Section Director Bill Chandler gave the response update.  He 
also gave an update on operations of the SEOC.  A tour of the State EOC will be given after the meeting. 

It was moved by Jim Fisher to adjourn and it was seconded by Phil Awker.  Motion passed.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:36 a.m.  

 

Minutes taken by Vice-Chairperson Mark Kulda 

 

 

 

 


