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Meeting held at the State Capitol – July 24, 2013 

The meeting was called to order by Secretary Jerry Rosendahl and a quorum was declared. 

New member Kevin Stewart, who is now the primary representative for BOMA replacing Ted Zwieg, 
introduced himself and gave a brief background.  All other members introduced themselves. 

Vice-Chairman Mark Kulda arrived and took over as Chair. 

The minutes of the May 22, 2013 meeting were approved on a motion by Jim Fisher and a second by 
Tom Thornberg. 

Chairman Tom Brace was not available today due to jury duty. 

Vice-Chairman Kulda reported that he was unable to finish the White Paper on Technology, but will do 
so and send out to the members. 

Secretary Rosendahl had no report. 

Under old business, the members took up a lengthy discussion on the Mission Statement & Overarching 
Goals document that members had supplied comments on. 

• Assistant Commissioner Mark Dunaski made comments about the document, supporting the 
mission and goals of the council, however he challenged the group to answer the question – 
why do you need the council?  He read from a law that was passed requiring Commissioners to 
review and verify the need for the many boards, commissions and councils in state government, 
in addition to the Governor’s request for an “un-session” in 2014 where agencies are being 
asked to remove onerous requirements and burdens on state government. 

• Council members then made comments regarding the value of the council: 
o Diverse membership in the world of fire prevention and control. 
o The title of the Governor’s Council brings a larger amount of credibility for our work. 
o Is the council ever asked our opinion by the Governor or Commissioner on fire 

prevention and control issues? 
o The council is currently receiving much more active involvement from DPS through 

Assistant Commissioner Dunaski’s attendance. 
o Need to look at how to be active rather than passive on our issues. 
o Some associations do well – others do not do well – on reporting to their members what 

is going on. Some members reported they ask for input and don’t get any. 



o The council has previously discussed how to do more about communicating our issues 
and work. 

o Is there redundancy in what we do? 
o Getting the Governor’s name on issues requires the approval of that office and that 

adds complexity to it. 
o In a sense, the members are actually advising each other on the issues. 
o Is a lack of funding an issue? 
o Is this more of a think tank than a work force? 
o Value to the public may come from many member groups doing something as a result of 

what the member learned at this meeting. 
o We may not be where we should be, but we’re moving in the right direction. 
o The concept of a council like this is excellent but if we have one, we need to do it well. 
o In order for this to work we need buy-in from the Governor and Commissioner. 
o As Governor’s Council, we need to be meeting all the requirements of open meeting 

laws, etc. 
o Members indicated that if this is not the Governor’s Council, they might not be willing to 

continue membership.   
o Motion by Dennis Stark, seconded by Jim Fisher that the council continue to be known 

as the GCFPC.  Motion carried. 
o Members need to seriously think about their ability to commit additional time to activity 

of a committee work.  Member associations/organizations must be able to commit to 
time outside of the 2 hour meeting. 

Members had received copies of the 2012 Annual Report via email.  On motion by Dennis Stark and a 
second by Peg Bohn, the report was approved as the final version. 

Secretary Rosendahl provided a Governor’s proclamation for Fire Prevention Day for August 23, 2013 – 
Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the State Fair.  Peg Bohn indicated that the Monday before the State 
Fair is “bag stuffing day” at the St Paul FD training facility starting at 10am. 

On motion by Dennis Stark, second by Jeff Schadegg, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30am. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jerry Rosendahl, Secretary 

 

***After the meeting adjourned the Council was given a tour of the State Capitol by Dept. of 
Administration staff and consultants working on the restoration/remodeling of the building. 

 

 


