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Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention & Control 

September 25, 2013 – Inver Grove Heights City Hall 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Tom Brace at 9:10am.  Jeff Schadegg welcomed everyone to Inver 
Grove Heights.  Everyone in attendance introduced themselves. 

MPFF was excused from attending today. 

Minutes were approved from the 7/24/13 meeting on a motion by Mark Kulda/Jim Fisher – carried. 

Chairperson’s Report – Tom mentioned the retirement party for SFM Jerry Rosendahl on December 7th.  
Tom also commented on the next meeting location at the Fire Museum on November 27th.  He also 
reported on the meeting of the GCFPC Executive Committee with the DPS Commissioners where they 
reported on the 2012 Annual Report.  He noted the “authorization” of the Council as in Governor’s 
Executive Order instead of law.  Terri Trudeau, Dennis Stark and Mark gave their comments on the 
meeting.  Commissioner Dohman stated that she will not be recommending that the Council be 
eliminated.  The issues of fireworks expansion and residential sprinklers prohibition were also discussed. 

Vice-Chairperson’s Report – Mark has to leave early for a meeting at Department of Commerce on the 
2014 Legislative Session.  Mark discussed the “continuation” of the Fire Service Advisory Committee due 
to the sun-setting of the FSAC on June 30, 2009.  Comparisons were made with the GCFPC and our 
discussions at our last meeting.  Although somewhat different, the Council also has been asked to look 
at its future.  Senate Commerce Committee is looking into insurance fraud which Mark is working on.  
The outcome of this group includes fire/arson issues and Mark will report later on this. 

Secretary’s Report – Jerry asked the members to update the master member list.  He also passed out 
copies of the 2012 Annual Report.  He also commented on the change coming in SFM and how that 
person may or may not wish to continue to be the Secretary.  That person will also have to determine 
the level of involvement the SFMD brings to the Council. 

Tom commented on the upcoming elections at our November meeting, and the need for members to 
step up since the positions of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 2 Executive Committee members will be up 
for election. 

Chairman asked for any comments on how the State Fair Day went.  A comment was made about the 
need to improve upon the singing of the National Anthem.  A comment was made about the need for 
better coordination on the various details of the flag-raising.  A comment was made about the flag-
raising “schedule” and the need to make sure that is reflective of the actual intent since it was in error 



this year.  A comment was made that we should consider honoring civilian fire deaths from the previous 
year.  A comment was made about keeping a walkway through the middle of the Hot Zone, there 
seemed to be some obstructions this year.  A comment was made about some confusion in the 
registration area when certain people are members of several organizations and they may have several 
“bags”. 

Dennis Stark and Crawford Wiestling commented on the 2013 Firefighter Memorial Service on Sunday, 
September 29th.  Crawford commented on the process used to identify the families of fallen firefighters 
and the Line of Duty Deaths that may have occurred in the past that were not known about before.  One 
new LODD will be announced from several years ago.  He was the Maplewood Fire Marshal.  Governor 
Dayton has confirmed his attendance in the ceremony. 

Discussion started on the Council Mission Statement & Overarching Goals document.  Motion by Dennis 
Stark/Peg Bohn to amend our Mission Statement document to read:  The Governor’s Council on Fire 
Prevention is a diverse group of industry professionals that serve as advisors to the Governor and 
Commissioner of Public Safety on matters important for fire prevention and control and to provide 
education opportunities that will help prevent fires, protect people, and reduce loss of life and property.  
Motion carried.  The goals section was edited by the members and will be distributed to members for 
review, but was conceptually approved on a motion by Dennis Stark/Colin Emans.   

Association/organization reports were given by several members. 

Motion to adjourn by Scott Futrell/Crawford Wiestling.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Jerry Rosendahl, Secretary 

 


