
Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention & Control 

November 23, 2011 

Falcon Heights City Hall 

Welcome to Falcon Heights by Chairman Tom Brace.  Meeting called to order at 9:00am. 

Members and guests introduced themselves and who they represent on the Council. 

Happy Thanksgiving greetings were extended to all present. 

Motion by Jim Fisher/Ted Zwieg to approve the minutes as emailed – approved. 

Dan Bernardy presented an overview on the 2011 Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the State Fair 
including issues encountered, solutions discussed and a few plans for 2012. 

Members discussed the issue of holding meetings of the council in non-metro areas.  The MN IAAI 
conference in St. Cloud has been used as one of these for a few years, but we have tried to do one more.  
On motion by Ted Zwieg/Jim Fisher it was decided to consider the MN IAAI meeting as our one and only 
non-metro meeting per year. 

Frank Langer offered for discussion an idea of paying a per diem or providing a gift certificate for those 
who travel great distances to the meeting.  Some public officials may not be able to accept this.  Since 
the budget for the council is zero, this idea was dropped. 

Bruce West provided an update on MN Board of Firefighter Training & Education activities.  The MBFTE 
is a new ex-officio member. 

U of St. Thomas in cooperation with the U of Maryland has developed a Masters level program in Fire 
Protection Engineering.  Scott Futrell thanked several council members for promoting this program. 

Jerry Rosendahl reviewed the attendance record of HCMC Burn Center and what the by-laws state about 
that.  HCMC has missed several meetings without an excuse so Rosendahl notified their members of the 
by-law requirement and we await their response.  Regions Hospital Burn Center was mentioned as a 
possible future member.  The Governor’s Executive Order establishing the council states “15 members”, 
which we are currently at, so this needs to be considered. 

Members discussed potential goals for 2012 – to be included in the 2011 Annual Report: 

• Mark Kulda proposed the idea of a White Paper on new technologies in the fire service. 

• Jerry Rosendahl proposed the idea of doing a broad evaluation of the State Fair Day. 

• Ted Zwieg proposed the idea of marketing the council’s role and what we do more broadly. 

• Ted Zwieg proposed the idea of an educational program at each of our meetings. 

Fire & Rescue Shared Services project should be one of our future educational programs. 



Ted Zwieg reported that Kent Worden is retiring and the new person is Kevin Lewis (BOMA). 

Marlene Evanson reported on a meeting she attended dealing with the “Green” building projects.  
Green construction code will be available next March.  MN will review and amend as necessary.  
Marlene has a contact name for a person on the code committee for us to communicate with on any 
concerns we have. 

Ann Finn reported on the hiring of Rob Boe at the LMC Insurance Trust to deal with public safety issues. 

Scott McClellan reported on the code adoption process for the 2012 codes.  On December 14th there will 
be a meeting on the residential sprinkler issue in the International Residential Code.  This date conflicts 
with the quarterly meetings of the FMAM and IAAI. 

Election of Officers was held: 

Motion made by Jim Fisher/Ann Finn to re-elect Tom Brace as Chair, Mark Kulda as Vice-Chair, and 
Terrie Trudeau and Dennis Stark as Executive Committee members.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Comments were made by each newly re-elected officer and member.  Jerry Rosendahl was asked to 
continue to serve as Secretary. 

Rosendahl thanked Scott Futrell for his assistance in assembling the council letterhead template.  He 
also commented on the excellent work of the Executive Committee each month before the council 
meeting.  He also expressed regrets from Assistant Commissioner Mark Dunaski for not being able to 
attend today’s meeting – he intends to be present at future meetings. 

Dennis Stark reported on the MSFDA annual conference in Alexandria in June. 

Motion to adjourn by Bert Tellers/Ann Finn – meeting adjourned at 11:35am. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jerry Rosendahl, Secretary 


