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Governor’s Council – 11/28/12 – Inver Grove Heights City Hall 

Meeting called to order at 9:06am by Chairman Tom Brace.  Introductions were given by everyone 
present.  Marlene Evenson indicated this is her last meeting as she is retiring.  She was thanked for her 
long-standing participation.  Scott Anderson, her replacement, was present. 

George Esbensen, Chairman of the MN Fire Service Foundation, presented a short video of the MN 
Firefighter Memorial held on 9/30/12.  George then discussed the purposes of the Foundation and its 
membership.  He then commented on the Memorial portion of the Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at 
the State Fair, and the request from the Foundation to cease using that day to do that now that we have 
a new site at the Capitol and a legislatively declared memorial day (last Sunday in September each year).  
Comments were given by members. Jim Fisher/Colin Emmons motion to concur with the request.  
Motion carried. 

Dr. Wm. Mohr, Regions Hospital Burn Center, was welcomed to the Council as the newest member 
organization. 

Minutes of the preceding meeting were approved on a motion by Terrie Trudeau/Dennis Stark. 

Mark Kulda, Vice-Chairman discussed the changes that occurred after the November election.  He 
recommended that we not be afraid to speak up and make our issues known.  An Insurance Fraud 
Summit was recently held and the subject of arson for profit was discussed.  One major arson for profit 
case was highlighted.  New leadership in the Department of Commerce, Insurance Fraud Division has 
raised the level of this division. 

MN SFPE will have a special speaker at their meeting tonight – Dr. John Hall from NFPA.  He will be 
speaking on sprinklers. 

Tom Brace, Chairman discussed the meetings of the State Fair Planning Committee.  He discussed the 
comments made by the State Fair representatives at their last meeting regarding the focus of the 
exhibits at the Fair.  They highlighted that the prevention message is important and is appreciated, and 
also that each exhibit should have an entertainment component and that they should be truly engaged 
with the Fair attendees, not just sitting in their space.  They also reiterated that there is no additional 
space available.  This clarification ties directly into our goal for 2012 dealing with an overall analysis of 
the Day.  Peg Bohn highlighted the 850 volunteers who work on this day each year and how some of the 
exhibits interact with the public.  Jeff Schadegg highlighted some of the public-private partnerships of 
the day. 

Terrie Trudeau suggested an idea of doing a flash mob at the Fair to solicit more media coverage. 



John Piper suggested that everyone view the KARE 11 Extra on fire safety.  They’ve done many stories 
on fire safety working with the MN fire service. 

Mark Kulda reviewed the draft White Paper that was distributed on our goal dealing with New 
Technologies in Fire Prevention & Fire Fighting.  The near-final version will be shared with everyone and 
the final version will be done by 12/31/12. 

Mark Kulda updated the status of the goal of developing a Marketing Plan.  We’re sort of holding off on 
doing this until we update and/or verify our mission statement.  This will likely be continued into 2013. 

An update was given on the member status of Ted Zwieg.  He has been very busy with the sale of City 
Center.  

Jerry Rosendahl reviewed the memo from Scott McLellan regarding future educational programs.  The 
Executive Committee will pursue an integration of these ideas into our 2013 schedule. 

The Annual Report timeline was reviewed by Jerry Rosendahl – final approval will be given at our 
January meeting and the review with the Commissioner will be in February 2013. 

The meeting location for the January 23, 2013 meeting will be the Firefighters Hall & Museum, 664 22nd 
Avenue NE, Minneapolis. 

Richard Lockrem reviewed the expected timeline for adoption of the new building and fire codes.  Final 
effective date will likely be in early 2014, but the process will be ongoing in 2013.  Monitoring and 
participating in this process will be one of our 2013 goals. 

We will of course also include the 2013 State Fair Day in the list.  Refining the mission statement will 
likely also be included along with some version of the marketing plan. 

Last meeting we discussed the potential need of adding a member that deals with higher education’s 
contact with the fire service.  Bruce West may in fact already be filling that void – or Bruce Roed.  West 
works for Training Board and Roed works for State Fire Marshal Division.  Comments were also made 
regarding the new MnSCU Consortium and their possible involvement. 

Comments on issues of concern to each member were given during an “around the room” session. 

A motion was made by Jeff Schadegg/Terrie Trudeau to adjourn at 11:33am.  Motion carried. 

 

Jerry Rosendahl 

Secretary 


