
Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention & Control 

Eagan Fire Safety Center – September 28, 2011 

Welcome by Eagan Mayor McGuire. 

Roll call taken – quorum present. 

Motion by Fisher/Trudeau to approve minutes of May 25, 2011 – motion passed. 

Motion by Stark/Fisher to approve notes of July 27, 2011 – motion passed.  (Meeting did not have a 
quorum thus the distinction of “notes”) 

Chair’s report – covered elsewhere in meeting, thanked Mark for chairing the 7/27 meeting as he was 
attending a family funeral, some issues today will need frank discussion. 

Vice-Chair’s report – covered elsewhere, good meeting at Camp Ripley. 

Secretary’s report – roster update, roll call sheet. 

Fire Prevention Day at State Fair discussion – we cannot “grow” into any more space (quantity) so we 
need to increase the quality of the displays. The State Fair staff OK’d the Hennepin County Sheriff’s 
Office Command Post this year, maybe we need a check as to whether that display meets the “fire 
prevention” theme.  This is the largest theme day at the fair, the Fair doesn’t make money (directly) 
from our day where other spaces can be rented so we can’t get any bigger.  A question was asked - why 
should the fair cap our ability to expand since we bring in the biggest attendance. Is this fire prevention 
day or fire service day? Attendance at memorial service is very good – we should be handing out 
information there on what else is going on that day, interactive map to get stamped went over well, 
posters up around fair, use the smart phones technology to provide a map and information. We don’t 
have a formalized statement of what our mission/theme is for the day, maybe we should expand into 
public safety or life safety? There were some issues in registration with not being able to find the names.  
The fair may have an issue if we change the focus of our day - if we paid for the space for the day it 
would be $35,000. Fire prevention “and control” might be one way to add to the definition, fire service 
day is really what we are. 

2011 Annual Report – we need to be thinking of 2012 goals for the report, Jerry will start pulling 
together the basic report, next meeting we need to establish 2012 goals. 

Council meetings held outside metro area – reviewed the success or not of those meetings in the past, 
discussed possible locations, normally meet at IAAI in March, looking for one more outside metro, MN 
Interagency Fire Center in Grand Rapids is a possible for next July meeting. 

MBFTE letter of application – history explained, funding for reimbursements come from fire safety 
account, round 4 is $101.85 per firefighter for all departments, discussed licensing of ff’s.  Motion by 
Thornberg/Fisher to approve MBFTE as a member – approved unanimously (required a 2/3 vote).  This 
recommendation will go to Commissioner Mona Dohman for approval. 



DNR presentation on Pagami Creek Fire – Steve Simmer presented an excellent overview of the start 
and status of this huge fire. 

Ready, Set, Go program from International Association of Fire Chiefs – ties in with Fire Wise, gets 
property owners to do preparedness ahead of being asked to evacuate.  Will pursue this further in the 
future. 

Chief Mike Scott gave an overview and video of the new Eagan Fire Safety Center – tour will be taken 
after the meeting. 

Chief George Esbensen gave a presentation on the FF Memorial fund-raising project of the Fire Service 
Foundation, go to Facebook or on-line to make donations. 

November 30 meeting location – Falcon Heights. 

Motion by Stark/Tellers to adjourn motion carried at 11:45am. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Secretary Jerry Rosendahl 


