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Governor's Council on Fire Prevention and Control 
Bylaws 

 
 
Article I – Memberships 
Section 1 A Council member shall be a duly appointed representative or alternate of a 
state-wide member organization or interest group appointed by the Commissioner of Public 
Safety and that agrees to abide by the bylaws and the Governor's orders.  
 
Section 2 An organization's membership may be terminated as provided herein.  All 
memberships that have been terminated have a right to petition for review within thirty (30) days.  
The Chairperson shall appoint three (3) voting members and one (1) ex-officio member to review 
the circumstances leading to the termination of the membership and report to the Council prior to 
a final vote on the filling of the vacancy. 
 
Section 3 Members of the Council shall determine the number of members and shall 
nominate member organizations to this council.  Nominations shall be confirmed by a two-thirds 
(2/3) majority vote of all Council members by written ballot.  The organization(s) chosen must be 
approved and appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety.   
 
 
Article II - Meetings 
Section 1 The regularly scheduled meeting shall be on the fourth Wednesday of every odd 
month. 
 
Section 2 The Chairperson, or a majority of the members of the Council, may call for a 
special meeting at any time.  There must be reasonable notice, either by mail or telephone, of 
such meeting given to every member (both ex-officio and voting members).  The notice shall 
state the purpose of such meeting. 
 
Section 3 A simple majority of all voting members in good standing shall constitute a 
quorum.  A member is not in good standing if the organization's representative has allowed the 
organizations' membership to terminate or the director of the organization has expressed a desire 
to terminate the organization's service to the Council. 
 
Section 4a At all regular meetings of the Council, the following shall be the order of 
business:  

1.  Roll call and declaration of quorum. 
2.  Minutes of the preceding meeting and actions thereon. 
3.  Reports of officers and committees. 
4.  Unfinished business. 
5.  New Business. 

 
Section 4b At all special meetings the following shall be the order of business: 

1.  Roll Call and declaration of quorum. 
2.  Reports of officers and committees concerning the purpose for which the meeting is 

called. 
3.  Discussion on the purpose for which the meeting is called. 

 
Section 5 All agenda items shall be prepared by the Chairperson or any person appointed 
by the Chairperson.  If a member desires to have an issue placed on the agenda, that member shall 
give twenty (20) days notice, either by mail or telephone, prior to the meeting, to the Chairperson.  
The notice shall state the topic to be placed on the agenda. 



2  Bylaws, 11/25/09 

Article III - Officers 
Section 1 The officers of the Council shall be Chairperson, Vice-chairperson and Secretary. 
 
Section 2 The Chairperson, or in his or her absence, the Vice-chairperson, shall preside 
over all meetings of the Council.  In the event both are absent, a temporary presiding officer shall 
be elected among the members present.  The Chairperson shall appoint the Secretary and all 
special committees, unless otherwise provided herein.  The Chairperson shall exercise a general 
supervision over all affairs of the Council and shall perform the duties incident to his/her office. 
The Chairperson cannot be a voting member of a special committee appointed by him/her, unless 
otherwise provided herein.  The Chairperson shall be the ex-officio member of all committees 
unless otherwise provided herein.  The Chairperson will not be counted in determining a quorum 
in such special committee meetings. 
 
Section 3 The Vice-chairperson, in the absence of the Chairperson, shall perform all duties 
of the Chairperson and, in so acting, shall have all the powers of, and be subject to, all the 
restrictions on the Chairperson. 
 
Section 4 The Secretary shall be appointed by the Chairperson.  The Secretary shall be 
responsible for reviewing and distributing all correspondence.  The Secretary shall keep 
membership records containing the names of the representatives and the addresses of each 
organization that is a member of the Council.  He/she shall keep all documents relative to the 
Council's operation.  In the event that the Council receives any funds, the Secretary shall act as 
treasurer.  
 
Section 5 The Chairperson and the Vice-chairperson shall be elected bi-annually to a two 
(2) year term.  The members holding the office of Chairperson and Vice-chairperson shall be 
voting members in good standing.  The Secretary is appointed by the Chairperson to a two year 
term. 
 
Section 6  The officers shall hold office until their successors are elected or, in the case of 
the Secretary, appointed.   
 
Section 7 Upon a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of all council members, any officer can be 
removed from that office. 
 
 
Article IV - Attendance 
Section 1  Any member of the Council who is absent from 2 consecutive regularly 
scheduled meetings shall receive a notice that indicates their membership may be terminated if 
their attendance does not improve. 
 
Section 2 Any member of the Council who is absent from 3 or more consecutive regularly 
scheduled meetings may be terminated. 
 
 
Article V - Voting 
Section 1 Each member of the Council shall receive one (1) vote. 
 
Section 2 Ex-officio members do not have voting privileges. 
 
Section 3 Proxy voting shall be prohibited.  US Mail or electronic (email) voting is 
permitted. The vote should be sent to the Chairperson one (1) week prior to the scheduled 
meeting. 
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Section 4  All administrative resolutions shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote and 
be consistent with the amendment provisions of these bylaws. 
 
 
Article VI - Committees 
Section 1 All committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson unless provided herein. 
 
Section 2 There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the Chairperson, Vice-
chairperson, Secretary and two (2) other members elected by the council. The immediate Past-
Chairperson also serves on the Committee as a non-voting member, during the time the individual 
remains on the Council as a member. The Chairperson of the Council shall be the Chairperson of 
the Executive Committee, not withstanding any provision in these bylaws to the contrary.  The 
Executive Committee shall advise and assist the Chairperson on determining agenda items and 
the direction of the Council.  The Executive Committee shall also evaluate proposed changes to 
these bylaws.  The Executive Committee shall not act on any policy, position, or opinion without 
authority of the Council. 
 
Section 3 Committees of Council may be formed to consider and report on subjects 
requiring special study.  These committees shall be appointed by the Chairperson unless a motion 
to the contrary is passed by an affirmative majority vote.  In the event such a motion is passed, 
the members of the special committee shall be nominated and elected by the council.  The 
number of committee seats to be filled shall be determined by the Chairperson of the Council. 
 
 
Article VII - Amendments to Bylaws 
Section 1 Any member may propose an amendment to these bylaws provided such a 
proposal is submitted to the Chairperson sixty (60) days prior to any meeting. 
 
Section 2 All proposed amendments shall be reviewed by the Executive Committee and 
submitted to the entire membership at least sixty days prior to being placed on the agenda for 
approval. 
 
Section 3 Proposed bylaws amendments must be passed by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative 
vote at any regularly scheduled meeting. 
 

 
 
 

Approved unanimously January 28, 2004  
 at a regular meeting of the  

Governors Council on Fire Prevention and Control 
 

Amended Article IV Attendance 
January 23, 2008 

 
Amended Article VI, Section 2 – added Past Chair 

November 25, 2009 


