Minnesota Youth Firesetting Prevention and Intervention

The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension reports thatin 2010, 57 percent of arson arrests
were juveniles, age 10 to 17. The United States Fire Administration reports that the majority of
youth firesetting is done by children younger 10-years-old.

Children are naturally curious about fire. In fact, children and adults alike find fire fascinating; it is
colorful, warm and can be very soothing. Fire is part of American culture, from the toddler’s
birthday cake and the winter holiday table to the large 4t of July displays, the fireplace and our
recreational fires.

Children lighting fires is not natural — nor is it a phase. Fire is dangerous, potentially deadly, and it
moves fast. Most children who start fires are curious and mimicking familiar adult behavior.
Typically, firesetting is not a sign of “pyromania.” Young children just don’t understand the
consequences, and older children overestimate their ability to control fire. Most people — even
adults — don’t fully understand the power of fire.

Research shows that without intervention, firesetting behavior will likely continue, and the fact is
this: children who have started fires need help.

The Minnesota Youth Firesetting Prevention and Intervention initiative is dedicated to the safety of
our citizens, and to getting necessary education to youth and families.

A simple call to the Helpline at 1-800-500-8897 will get help on the way.

Alocal youth firesetting intervention representative will call back to set an appointment for a youth
firesetting assessment. The assessment consists of a simple questionnaire for the child and family
to determine what happened and why the youth was involved with fire. In turn, the assessment
results will determine the appropriate intervention strategy to be used. Typically the intervention
consists of age-appropriate educational sessions including fire science and behavior, understanding
the consequences of fire, fire prevention, and fire safety. If counseling would be helpful, referrals
can be made to assist the family.

Anyone can make the call. Is there is a child in your life who shows a strong interest in fire?
Call now. It’s better to be safe than sorry.
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