School Fire Loss in Minnesota

· Average number of school fires per year:

· 1985-1989 (5 years before program): average of 112 fires / year.

· 2005-2009: average of 72 fires / year.

· Average school fire loss per year:

· 1985-1989 (before program): $1,217,170 in school fires / year

· 2005-2009: average loss of $186,948 in school fires / year

· Average loss per fire:

· 1985-1989 (before program): $10,849

· 2005-2009: $2,597

· NFPA National average loss per school fire:

· 1985-1989: $11,504

· 2003-2006: $15,195

· School fire injuries (total numbers):

· 1980-1989: 48 (or 5 / year)

· 2000-2009: 25 (or 2.5 / year) 

Since the inception of the school inspection program in 1990, the average number of school fires has dropped 35% per year. The average loss per fire has dropped over 75% during this same period of time (not accounting for inflation). Compared to the rest of the country, Minnesota’s school fire loss has gone down while the rest of the country has gone up. Minnesota’s average loss per school fire is about 83% less than the national average. The school fire injury rate from the 1980s to the 2000s has dropped almost 50%. 

