
 
 

 
 
DATE: July 13, 2006 
 
TO:  Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Glen Bergstrand, Supervisor 
 
SUBJECT: School Inspections – Contracted Communities 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minnesota Statutes, section 299F.47, allows fire departments, as local units of government, to conduct 
inspections of public school facilities. This memo outlines the specific criteria that must be met to conduct 
public school inspections. 
 
STATUTE: 

299F.47 Inspection of public schools.  
 Subdivision 1.  [INSPECTION REQUIRED.] The state fire marshal shall develop a plan to inspect 
once every three years every public school facility used for educational purposes.  The state fire 
marshal shall charge school districts $0.014 per square foot for each school building inspected.  These 
rates shall include two follow-up inspections or on-site consultations.  If additional follow-up inspections 
or consultations are needed, the state fire marshal shall charge $0.005 per square foot for each 
additional follow-up inspection to each applicable building in which a follow-up inspection is needed.  
 Subd. 2.  [CHARTER SCHOOLS.] The state fire marshal shall charge charter schools $100 for 
each school building inspected. This rate shall include two follow-up inspections or on-site 
consultations.  If additional follow-up inspections or consultations are needed, the state fire marshal 
shall charge $50 for each additional follow-up inspection to each applicable building in which a follow-
up inspection is needed.  
 Subd. 4.  [LOCAL INSPECTIONS.] If inspections of public school buildings and charter schools 
were conducted by local units of government between January 1, 1987, and January 1, 1990, then 
inspections may continue to be provided by the local unit of government.  
 

CRITERIA: 
ITEM/DESCRIPTION: MEASURE: RATIONALE/REASON: 
Inspected schools between 
1987 and 1990. 

Provide copies of inspection reports or 
history of contracting with SFM. 

Required by MN § 299F.47. 

Inspection frequency. At least once every three (3) years. Required by MN § 299F.47. 
Resource documents. Copies of the following: 

• Minnesota State Fire Code (2000 
International Fire Code with state 
amendments),  

• Minnesota State Building Code 
(2000 International Building Code 

Legally adopted and applicable 
codes and standards. 
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with state amendments),  
•  NFPA 13 (1999 edition), 
• NFPA 58 (2001 edition). 

Training of personnel. Copies of certificates showing 
attendance and completion of training 
in school fire & life safety (minimum of 
8 hours training in past 3 years). 

Document qualifications. 

Certification of fire inspectors. Minimum of Fire Inspector II meeting 
NFPA 1031 – Level II. (MN Fire Service 
Certification Board – or – NFPA 
Certified Fire Inspector) 

Document qualifications. 

Commitment to school fire & 
life safety. 

1. Enter into contract with State Fire 
s. Marshal to conduct inspection

2. Agree to continue to conduct 
inspections even if funding method 
changes. 

1. Required by joint powers 
statutes and DPS policy. 

2. Demonstration of commitment. 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Local units of governm
onduct inspections. 

ent and fire departments should contact the following if interested in contracting to 
c
 

Glen Bergstrand, Supervisor 
l Division Minnesota State Fire Marsha

5 444 Cedar Street; Suite 14
101-5145 St. Paul, MN 55

218-721-4447 
(651) 215-0525 (fax) 

len.Bergstrand@state.mn.usG
 

 
 


