Choosing a Professional Peace Officer Education (PPOE)
Program That is Right for You

There are no police academies in Minnesota. Instead, those interested in becoming a
licensed peace officer must:

e FEarn a degree from a regionally accredited college or university, and

e Successfully complete a program of professional peace officer education,
referred to as the PPOE, from one of the colleges and universities certified by the
POST Board.

Unless you already have a degree the quickest way to become licensed is to complete
both requirements simultaneously by attending one of the schools on the POST Board’s
list of certified PPOE schools. Choosing the right school for you is important.

If you already have a degree skip down to the paragraph titled, | Already Have a
Degree, Now What?

How do you decide which school is right for you?

POST certified PPOE programs are located at many schools all over the State of
Minnesota. The school nearest you may be the right choice but there are many things
you should consider before making your decision.

1. Degree
Not all schools that offer degrees in Criminal Justice or Law Enforcement will
provide you with the education required to become eligible for the State of
Minnesota Peace Officer Licensing Examination. Don’t be fooled — many school’s
advertise Criminal Justice degrees and talk about careers in corrections or other
areas of the criminal justice system including “law enforcement support.” But
degrees from these schools will not make you eligible to work as a police officer,
sheriff’s deputy, State Patrol officer or any other peace officer position in
Minnesota. You need to choose a school that is listed on the POST Board’s directory
of certified PPOE schools. The directory is the POST Board website.

Some POST Board certified schools offer an associate degree and some a
baccalaureate degree. Associate degree programs generally take just over two years
to complete (at least 4 semesters, usually about 68 credits). Baccalaureate degree
programs generally take four years (8 semesters). You may become eligible to take
the Minnesota Peace Officer Licensing Examination with either degree, however
some law enforcement agencies require, or have a strong preference for, 4 year
degreed individuals.

Some POST Board certified schools provide the professional peace officer education
within a criminal justice degree program, others within a law enforcement degree



program. Either program will work as long as all of the components of the peace
officer education are contained in the degree. PPOE programs vary widely in
philosophy and emphasis but all of the PPOE programs offer education that is based
on the Minnesota POST Board Professional Peace Officer Education Learning
Objectives and all can provide an education that will make you eligible to take the
peace officer licensing examination.

Location

There are 25 POST certified PPOE programs located at 35 sites all over the State of
Minnesota. There is a map showing the locations of these schools at the end of this
document. The school that is nearest you may be the right choice but you should
consider:

e Some schools provide the entire PPOE program and some contract with another
school to provide a portion of the practical skills education. Sometimes the
contracted portion, aka the “skills” component of the education, is offered on-
site at the student’s school and sometimes the student must go off-site to attend
this training. If the location of the skills component is important to you ask
about it before you choose a school.

e Some PPOE programs tend to fill up early, especially in the Twin Cities
metropolitan area, and there may be a backlog getting into the practical skills
component of the education.

e Some programs offer the academic courses of the PPOE or even the entire
degree on-line as well as in the traditional classroom setting so your program’s
location can be anywhere. However, some portions of peace officer education
require hands-on skills training that must be completed in-person and on-
campus.

Size

Some programs are quite large and have advantages a large program can offer, i.e.
larger law enforcement staff and more students to interact with, law enforcement
clubs, etc. Other programs are smaller and can provide a more personal program,
with smaller class sizes and more direct teacher to student contact.

School Type and Cost — Public, Private and For-Profit
All three types of schools are included on the POST Board’s list of certified programs.
The type of school impacts the school’s mission, philosophy and program cost.

Program Length and Scheduling

Some programs are primarily aimed at traditional students with a mixture of day and
evening course offerings. Some programs are specially designed to meet the needs
of working adults with courses offered at night and on weekends over a longer
period of time. Several programs offer a portion of the education through a variety
of distance learning techniques. Students in on-line courses may need to attend



class at set designated times or may be allowed to set their own, more flexible
schedule for meeting course requirements depending on the requirements of the
instructor.

7. Program Coordinators
Each school has a POST certified program coordinator you can talk to about how the
program fits your needs. Coordinator contact information is available on the
directory of PPOE schools. Program coordinators can advise you about program
admission requirements which include physical and psychological standards and
prohibitions against admitting individuals with certain criminal backgrounds.

8. Instructors
When you talk to the school’s program coordinator or advisor you can ask about the
qualifications of the program’s instructors. Some things to consider: what degrees
do the instructors hold, how much law enforcement experience do instructors have,
and how much law enforcement experience is integrated into the coursework.

Here’s one last bit of information you may find useful.

You may want to contact a few of the agencies you are most interested in working for to
find out what they look for when they hire new officers and if they have any preferences
in hiring graduates from a specific program or with a specific degree. Large agencies like
St. Paul PD, Minneapolis PD and the State Patrol sometimes work with certain schools to
co-run programs. If you are interested in working for one of these agencies it might be
worth calling them.

| Already Have a Degree, Now What?

If you already have a degree you need to know whether or not your school was
regionally accredited. If you have a degree from a regionally accredited school in any
field of study (not just criminal justice or law enforcement) you do not need to earn
another degree but you do need to complete a POST certified program of professional
peace officer education (PPOE) at a POST certified school. These schools are listed on
the POST Board website. If your school was not accredited by one of the six regional
accrediting bodies you will need to complete another degree as well as a POST certified
PPOE program.

Some PPOE programs have special “certificate” or “career transition” programs
designed specifically for individuals who already have a degree from a regionally
accredited school. Each of these special programs is unique. Some are as short as one
semester of coursework plus a “skills” program and some are considerably longer.
Some longer programs are spread out over evenings and weekends to accommodate
working adults. You will need to check into the details of these programs to decide
which one works best for you.
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